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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

  

Regular Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, October 20th, 2016; 7:00 p.m. 

GWU’s Funger Hall, Room 220 – 2201 G Street NW  

 

Call to Order 
 

Chair Patrick Kennedy (01) called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. Commissioners Rebecca 

Coder (02), John Williams (03), William Kennedy Smith (04). Philip Schrefer (05), and Eve 

Zhurbinskiy (08) were present. 

 

Chair Kennedy made a motion to adopt the agenda. Commissioner Schrefer seconded the 

motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0-0). 

 

Community Forum 
 

Report from the Metropolitan Police Department’s PSA 207 

 

Lieutenant Zenobia McBride, a Lieutenant for the Metropolitan Police Department’s (MPD) 

Police Service Area (PSA) 207, was present. She gave an overview of the recent crime statistics 

for the neighborhood 

 

Commissioner Smith asked if MPD believed that there was any connection between recent thefts 

from cars and thefts of cars. Two detectives from MPD’s Second District who were also present 

said that there is not a clear connection between the two types of crimes. 

 

Marina Streznewski, the President of the Foggy Bottom Association, gave an overview of 

Interim Police Chief Peter Newsham’s meeting with Second District community leaders during 

the previous evening. She said that MPD has a protocol for releasing information after a police-

involved shooting. She said that this is why MPD has not released too much information 

regarding the recent police-involved shooting of a motorcyclist. 

 

Ms. Streznewski asked if there were any updates regarding the hit-and-run incident that occurred 

on August 19th. Lt. McBride said that she would follow up with the MPD unit investigating the 

incident and then provide information to Ms. Streznewski and the ANC. 

 

Report from the Executive Office of the Mayor 

 

Richard Livingstone, a Ward 2 representative for the Mayor’s Office of Community Relations 

and Services (MOCRS), was present. He gave an overview of the Mayor’s position against 

cutting late night Metrorail service. He added that the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 

Authority’s (WMATA) Board of Directors was currently holding a public hearing regarding the 

proposed service cuts that would continue until 10:00 pm tonight. He also said that the Mayor 

had extended the duration of the security camera rebate program. 

 



Page 2 

Mr. Livingstone said that the DC Office of Planning is kicking off its comprehensive plan update 

process. He said that the Ward 2 community meeting for the process is coming up on November 

1st. He also said that the 2016 Age-Friendly DC Progress Report was recently released. 

 

Report from the Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services’ Office Regarding Protocols for 

Homeless Encampments 

 

Rachel Joseph and Benjamin Link, representatives for the Deputy Mayor for Health and Human 

Services’ Office, were present. Ms. Joseph said that the Mayor is committed to the health and 

safety of all DC residents, including those living in homeless encampments and the neighbors 

living near the encampments. She said that the Deputy Mayor’s Office has been consistently 

holding cleanups of the encampment by the Watergate complex. She added that the Office’s goal 

is to not criminalize the act of being homeless. 

 

Mr. Link said that the homeless encampment protocol starts when a report is made to Deputy 

Mayor’s Office. He said that agency representatives then go to the site to conduct an assessment 

in order to find out if the site qualifies as an encampment. He said that signs are then posted at 

the site to give encampment residents at least 14 days to remove their belongings from the site. 

He said that a cleanup is then scheduled and carried out. He added that the Department of 

Behavioral Health (DBH) and the Department of Human Services (DHS) continually reach out 

throughout the encampment cleanup process to connect encampment residents with resources 

that can assist them. 

 

Commissioner Smith asked if the Deputy Mayor’s Office is tracking the outcomes and expense 

totals resulting from the cleanups. Ms. Joseph said that the outcomes are currently tracked and 

that the expenses were recently tracked as the result of a DC Council request. 

 

Commissioner Williams asked how long it takes for DC government officials to post the cleanup 

notification signs. Ms. Joseph said that it takes the District Department of Transportation 

(DDOT) three days to post the signs. 

 

Commissioner Schrefer asked if the Deputy Mayor’s Office has any tangible results to report for 

the Foggy Bottom encampment cleanups. Mr. Link said that the office has engaged 27 homeless 

individuals living in Foggy Bottom so far this year in order to connect them to services. 

 

Commissioner Smith suggested that the Deputy Mayor’s Office track the effects that these 

encampments have on nearby neighbors, especially for the larger encampments. He said that he 

does not think that the encampment protocol is properly working for the large-scale 

encampments. 

 

Sara Maddux, a local resident, asked if the city has expanded Pathways to Housing’s outreach 

contract. Ms. Joseph said that the contracts for all of the city’s homeless outreach providers were 

expanded in the last year. 

 

Report from the West End Library 
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Kevin Osborne, the Branch Manager for the West End Interim Library, said that it is currently 

DC Reads month. He added that the library will again be serving as a hypothermia warming 

station during the winter months. 

 

Commissioner Updates 

 

There were not any commissioner updates. 

 

Introductions of ANC 2A Candidates 

 

The contested and non-incumbent candidates for ANC 2A during the November general election 

gave quick statements regarding the candidacies.  

 

Announcements and Public Comments 

 

Ms. Streznewski said that the Foggy Bottom Association’s annual BBQ is this coming Sunday, 

October 23rd. She said that there will be great food and music and that the BBQ will take place 

in the 26th Street Park from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. 

 

Regulatory Agenda 
 

Consideration of an Emergency Resolution Requesting the Closure of the Shadow Room at 2131 

K Street NW Due to Recent Shootings by Club Patrons 

 

Chair Kennedy gave an overview of the recent incident that occurred during the morning of 

October 10th in the vicinity of the Shadow Room. He said that a fight occurred in the club that 

continued outside, resulting in a large amount of bullets being discharged. He said that suspects 

were apprehended in the aftermath of the shooting. 

 

Lt. McBride gave an overview of the ongoing investigation into the incident. She said that 

MPD’s detective team is still collecting video footage from the incident and encouraged 

community members to submit any footage if they have it. She said that MPD has a vague 

description of a vehicle that was involved in the incident. She added that the Alcoholic Beverage 

Control (ABC) Board will be scheduling a fact-finding hearing regarding the incident. 

 

Chair Kennedy said that the nightclub violated its agreement with the ABC Board by not 

securing police details during several nights of operation, including on the night of the incident. 

 

Ms. Maddux suggested reaching out to the Shadow Room’s insurance company to have them 

crack down on the business. 

 

Commissioner Coder said that in her years of experience on the ANC she has seen how this 

nightclub operator is a bad apple. She encouraged the ANC to pass strong resolutions regarding 

the matter. 

 

Commissioner Williams made a motion to adopt an emergency resolution that calls on the 

Metropolitan Police Department and the Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration (ABRA) 
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to shut down the Shadow Room. Commissioner Coder seconded the motion, which was voted on 

and passed (VOTES: 6-0-0). 

 

Consideration of the Shadow Room’s Application for the Renewal of the its Retailer’s Class “C” 

Nightclub License at 2131 K Street NW 

 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to protest the renewal of the Shadow Room’s nightclub 

license. Commissioner Coder seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-

0-0). 

 

Authorization of ANC Funds to Retain Counsel to Pursue a Permanent Remedy Regarding the 

Shadow Room at 2131 K Street NW 

 

Commissioner Coder made a motion to approve expenditures up to $5,000 for the ANC to retain 

legal counsel regarding a permanent remedy for the Shadow Room. Commissioner Williams 

seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0-0). 

 

Consideration of Several Alcoholic Beverage License Renewal Applications for Taverns and 

Nightclubs 

 

The Commission did not take any action regarding this matter. 

 

Presentation by Washington Gas Regarding Neighborhood Concerns Related to the 

PROJECTpipes Project 

 

Doreen Hope, the Community District Manager for Washington Gas’ PROJECTpipes program, 

and David Thomas, a construction manager for Washington Gas, were present. Ms. Hope gave 

an overview of the two Washington Gas projects that are currently taking place in the Foggy 

Bottom neighborhood, including PROJECTpipes, which is replacing the gas main line in the 

street itself. She said that PROJECTpipes is a 40-year project in DC to make significant 

infrastructure improvements to DC’s gas line infrastructure. 

 

Mr. Thomas said that Washington Gas is replacing 2,500 feet of gas main line in Foggy Bottom 

alone. He showed a detailed map that went over Washington Gas’ current work in Foggy 

Bottom. 

 

Commissioner Williams said that Washington Gas disregarded the neighborhood’s historic 

district nature when they installed bollards for the new exterior gas meters in the neighborhood’s 

alleys. He said that the bollards were not in keeping with the historic district. He also raised 

concerns regarding the lack of coordination and communication between Washington Gas and 

community members for the project. He said that the phone number Washington Gas provided to 

community members does not always get answered. 

 

Commissioner Williams raised concerns about how property developers have to go through an 

extensive Historic Preservation Review Board approval process if they want to make any 

changes in the historic district, but that Washington Gas did not have to go through this process. 

He said that this dilemma needs to be remedied. 
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Chair Kennedy raised concerns regarding the poor workmanship of the temporary street and 

sidewalk fixes that Washington Gas made in the historic district while the work was being done. 

 

Multiple residents raised concerns with the poor workmanship and lack of communications that 

Washington Gas has shown throughout the project. 

 

Commissioner Smith gave an overview of the resolution that he drafted regarding the matter, 

which would be submitted to the DC Public Service Commission in relation to Washington Gas’ 

current rate increase application in front of the Public Service Commission. 

 

Cheryl Morse, a Consumer Outreach Specialist for the DC Office of the People’s Counsel 

(OPC), was present, along with one of the lead attorneys for OPC. She gave an overview of the 

concerns that she had received from multiple residents, including one who had a gas pipe 

beneath his home burst and did not receive adequate communications from Washington Gas in 

the aftermath of the situation. 

 

Ms. Morse said that Washington Gas should have sent updated work notices to residents when 

Washington Gas found out that the project’s start date was significantly delayed. She encouraged 

residents to submit testimony regarding the rate increase application in writing to the Public 

Service Commission. 

 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to adopt his proposed resolution regarding the matter. 

Commissioner Coder seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0-0). 

 

Commissioner Williams made a motion to send a letter to the District Department of 

Transportation requesting reassurance of comprehensive street repaving after Washington Gas’ 

projects end. Commissioner Coder seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed 

(VOTES: 6-0-0). 

 

Presentation by Urban Investment Partners Regarding an Upcoming Zoning Commission 

Application for Renovations to GW’s Former Hall on Virginia Avenue (HOVA) Building at 

2601 Virginia Avenue NW 

 

Brooks Katzen, the Vice President of Development for Urban Investment Partners (UIP), was 

present. He said that the company had recently acquired GW’s former Hall on Virginia Avenue 

(HOVA) building. He said that UIP has been operating in DC for about 15 years, and has 

renovated about 30 buildings in the city during that time. He said that UIP’s specialty is 

redeveloping underutilized properties in prime locations. He added that UIP carries out its own 

property management for all of its buildings. 

 

Mr. Katzen said that UIP will be submitting an application to the Zoning Commissioner for a 

map amendment and a special exception in order to allow them to carry out their proposed 

renovation of the building. He gave a visual presentation on the company’s plans for the project. 

 

Mr. Katzen said that the map amendment will change the lot designation and will be more 

consistent with DC’s comprehensive plan. He said that the Office of Planning has voiced its 
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support for the amendment. He added that UIP also be applying for a special exception in order 

to allow for a restaurant to be located on the ground floor and for a cafe to be located on the roof. 

He said that the cafe will only be open to building residents, will not be serving alcoholic 

beverages, and will have no amplified music or live entertainment. He added that UIP is 

planning on having an outdoor dining area for the ground floor restaurant, and that the restaurant 

space will be about 5,000 square feet. 

 

Meghan Hottel-Cox, the land use counsel for the project, was present. 

 

Chair Kennedy asked why the applicant would need a special exception in order to allow for 

retail if the zone will eventually be mixed-use under the proposed map amendment. Ms. Hottel-

Cox said that for the specific type of mixed-use zoning designation that the applicant is seeking, 

retail is allowed but only under a special exception. 

 

A local resident asked about the amount of parking that will be built as part of the project. Mr. 

Katzen said that the amount of parking on the site will far exceed the required amount under 

zoning rules. He added that the completed building will have approximately 250 apartments, 

which will be a mix of studios, one bedrooms, and two bedrooms. 

 

Commissioner Smith asked what percent of the total number of apartments will be studios. Mr. 

Katzen said that the vast majority of the units will be studios and one bedrooms. 

 

Commissioner Smith asked if the rooftop fitness club would be open to the public. Mr. Katzen 

said that it would be for residents only. 

 

The Commission did not take any action regarding this matter. 

 

Request by EastBanc to Extend Construction Hours at the West End Library Construction Site to 

Seven Days a Week 

 

Jen Weber, the Development Manager for EastBanc, was present. She gave an overview of 

EastBanc’s request for an increase in the amount of allowable work hours at the library 

construction site on Square 37. Ms. Weber said that they are approximately three to six months 

behind schedule for construction at the library site. She said that they are currently looking at an 

approximate project delivery during the summer of 2017. 

 

Commissioner Coder said that she received a lot of resident opposition to EastBanc’s proposed 

Sunday work hours. She said that residents want a day for peace and quiet. She asked if it would 

be possible to lengthen construction hours during non-Sunday days and to then not have 

construction on Sundays. Ms. Weber said that they would appreciate any additional time they 

can secure. 

 

Commissioner Coder gave an overview of her proposed resolution on the matter, which would 

be submitted to the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA). 

 

Commissioner Coder made a motion to adopt her proposed resolution. Commissioner Williams 

seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0-0). 
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Consideration of a Resolution Regarding WMATA’s Proposal to Permanently End Late-Night 

Metrorail Service 

 

Chair Kennedy gave an overview of the testimony that he delivered earlier in the day to the 

WMATA Board of Directors during their hearing regarding the proposed Metrorail service cuts. 

He said that he wants to see WMATA carry out more targeted shutdowns for Metrorail 

maintenance instead of blanket ends to late night and early morning service. He said that he 

believes that the proposed service hours reduction is not fully justified and that WMATA needs 

to come up with more innovative solutions. 

 

Barbara Kahlow, a local resident, asked if union groups were submitting resolutions against the 

hours reduction. Chair Kennedy said that multiple unions and industry associations have come 

out against the proposal. 

 

Chair Kennedy made a motion to submit written comments regarding the proposed Metrorail 

service cuts to WMATA’s Board of Directors. Commissioner Schrefer seconded the motion, 

which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 5-0-0). 

 

Consideration of a Resolution Regarding the Impairment of the Historic Stevens School Building 

and Related Museum Placement as a Result of Akridge’s Project at 2100 L Street NW 

 

Chair Kennedy said that Commissioner Florence was concerned about Akridge’s placement of 

the museum towards the back of the office building they are constructing at 2100 L Street NW. 

He said that she is also concerned about certain window coverings that would be installed on the 

school building. 

 

Chair Kennedy gave an overview of the resolution that Commissioner Harmon had drafted 

regarding the matter. 

 

Chair Kennedy made a motion to adopt Commissioner Harmon’s proposed resolution regarding 

the matter. Commissioner Williams seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed 

(VOTES: 5-0-0). 

 

Presentation Regarding the DC Statehood Referendum (Advisory Referendum B) on 

November’s General Election Ballot 

 

Ms. Streznewski said that the United States is currently the only nation in the world where the 

capital city does not have voting representation in the national legislature, with the exception of 

North Korea. She added that a proposal for DC to become part of Maryland is not supported by 

many DC residents. She read the language of Advisory Referendum B aloud. She said that a 

recent DC Council action had changed the proposed name of the state from “New Columbia” to 

“Washington, Douglas Commonwealth” or “The State of Washington, DC.” 

 

Commissioner Williams asked if the DC government considered a push to have DC residents not 

pay federal taxes in exchange for not having voting representation in Congress. Ms. Streznewski 
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said that there are indeed DC residents who are pushing for that solution. She said that under the 

solution, Congress would still have unnecessary control over the city’s locally-raised taxes. 

 

Consideration of a Resolution Regarding Aircraft Noise Resulting from Recently-Implemented 

Flight Arrival and Departure Routes at Reagan National Airport 

 

Commissioner Smith said that Karl Racine, the DC Attorney General, is particularly interested in 

the issues surrounding the noise that is being created by the recently-implemented flight arrival 

and departure routes at Reagan National Airport. He said that Sherri Kimbel, the Director of 

Constituent Services for Councilmember Jack Evans, encouraged the ANC to pass a resolution 

regarding the matter that would be directed to Mr. Racine and DC’s Congressional delegation. 

 

Commissioner Smith gave an overview of his proposed resolution, which called on a reduction 

of noise resulting from the flight paths and a strict limiting of the amount of nighttime flights. 

 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to adopt his proposed resolution regarding the matter. 

Commissioner Schrefer seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 5-0-0). 

 

Consideration of a Resolution Regarding the Landmarking Application for the Old Naval 

Observatory at 2300 E Street NW / 2301 Constitution Avenue NW 

 

Commissioner Smith said that he believed the ANC should support the current landmarking 

application for the Old Naval Observatory that is in front of the Historic Preservation Review 

Board (HPRB). 

 

Ms. Maddux said that the ANC should go further by pushing for the landmarking of the whole 

Naval Hill campus instead of supporting a piecemeal application. 

 

Commissioner Smith said that he thinks that the solution for landmarking the whole campus 

should not involve the derailing of this individual HPRB application in order to push for an 

expansion of the landmarking application itself. He said that the ANC should instead support this 

current application and then support another application that would seek to landmark the rest of 

the campus that has not yet been landmarked. 

 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to support the historic landmarking application for the Old 

Naval Observatory. Commissioner Schrefer seconded the motion, which was voted on and 

passed (VOTES: 4-0-1). 

 

Consideration of a Resolution Regarding Needed Repairs to the School Without Walls at 

Francis-Stevens 

 

Chair Kennedy gave an overview of Commissioner Harmon’s proposed resolution regarding the 

matter, which calls on the Department of General Services to perform needed repairs to the 

School Without Walls at Francis-Stevens. 
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Chair Kennedy made a motion to adopt Commissioner Harmon’s proposed resolution regarding 

the matter. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 

5-0-0). 

 

Consideration of a Resolution Regarding the Modified Public Space Application by the 

Washington Marriott Georgetown to Perform Exterior Renovations 

 

Chair Kennedy made a motion to support the Washington Marriott Georgetown’s modified 

public space application. Commissioner Schrefer seconded the motion, which was voted on and 

passed (VOTES: 5-0-0). 

 

Administrative Agenda 
 

Adoption of Past Meeting Minutes 

 

Chair Kennedy made a motion to adopt the regular September 2016 meeting minutes, pending 

minor grammatical edits. Commissioner Schrefer seconded the motion, which was voted on and 

passed (VOTES: 5-0-0). 

 

Final Approval of the FY 2017 ANC 2A Budget 

 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the ANC’s proposed FY 2017 budget. 

Commissioner Williams seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 5-0-0). 

 

Adjournment 
 

Chair Kennedy adjourned the meeting at 10:33 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Philip Schrefer 

Secretary, ANC 2A05 
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

 

October 28, 2016 

 

Chief Peter Newsham     Mr. Donovan Anderson 

Chief of Police     Chairperson 

Metropolitan Police Department   Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

300 Indiana Avenue, NW, Room 5059  2000 14th Street NW, S400 

Washington, DC 20001    Washington, DC 20009 

peter.newsham@dc.gov  

 

Mr. Fred Moosally 

Director 

Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration 

2000 14th Street NW, S400 

Washington, DC 20009 

fred.moosally@dc.gov  

 

RE: Request for the Immediate Closure of the Shadow Room (ABRA-

075871) at 2131 K Street NW Based on Recent Shooting Outside of the 

Nightclub and History of Operational Concerns 

 

Dear Chief Newsham, Chairperson Anderson, and Director Moosally, 

 

At its regular meeting on October 20, 2016, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 

(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With six of 

seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 

Commission voted unanimously (6-0-0), after a motion made by Commissioner Williams 

and seconded by Commissioner Coder, to adopt the following resolution: 

 

ANC 2A recommends the revocation of the Shadow Room’s alcohol license and 

permanent closure of this nightclub based on the assaults with deadly weapons 

and other life-threatening behavior of the club’s patrons in adjacent residential 

areas, in addition to repeated underage drinking violations, and the failure of the 

Shadow Room to abide by its license requirement that specifies that the nightclub 

is to contact the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) and arrange for an MPD 

reimbursable police detail for every night that it is open. 

 

On several occasions, Shadow Room patrons have been arrested for unlawful 

possession of semi-automatic weapons on 22nd Street NW where they often park 

when attending the nightclub. Recently, during the early morning of October 10th, 

2016, Shadow Room patrons engaged in a massive shooting that shut down 22nd 

Street NW (30 semi-automatic casings recovered; extensive property damage due 

to bullets). Bullets were recovered from residents’ and business employees’ 

vehicles, while residents’ and businesses’ windows were blown out by bullets.  

Bullets landed on residents’ homes—in one case just feet from where an infant 

mailto:peter.newsham@dc.gov
mailto:fred.moosally@dc.gov
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was sleeping. The actions of the Shadow Room patrons in discharging over 30 

rounds of semi-automatic ammunition on 22nd Street NW into residents’ homes, 

cars, and businesses meets the legal standard for an Alcoholic Beverage Control 

(ABC) Board Order, initiated by MPD Chief Newsham, summarily suspending 

the Shadow Room’s Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration (ABRA) 

license. Local residents and business employees are literally in fear of losing their 

lives and have sustained extensive property damage from the bullets illegally 

discharged by Shadow Room patrons. During this incident, the Shadow Room 

opened in contravention of its ABRA license without requesting the required 

MPD detail, and has failed to request the required detail during other nights of 

operation.  

 

It is undisputed that Shadow Room patrons caused the above incident on October 

10th, 2016, as arrestees admitted to attending the Shadow Room that night. It is 

also undisputed that the Shadow Room failed to arrange for a police detail that 

night as required by their ABRA license. 

 

Accordingly, this establishment presents an “imminent danger to the health and 

safety of the public,” because its patrons discharge illegal semi-automatic 

weapons with the intent to kill in the neighborhood, and “no immediately 

available measure to ameliorate” the situation other than closure of Shadow Room 

is available since the Shadow Room cannot be relied upon to contact MPD to 

arrange for an MPD detail, which would have prevented the October 10th incident, 

as required by their license. Accordingly, its license should be summarily 

suspended by Chief Newsham and the permanent suspension should be upheld by 

the ABC Board. ABRA should further investigate and sanction via revocation of 

the license for the Shadow Room’s failure to abide by its license requirement of 

an MPD detail. Moreover, substantial evidence of past ABRA license violations 

and MPD police reports supports that the establishment has an investigative 

history that demonstrates that the incident on October 10th, 2016 is not an isolated 

occurrence, but that violence both inside and outside the establishment has been a 

reality for this establishment since it opened.  

 

There is no doubt that the Shadow Room nightclub needs to be shut down 

immediately as local residents are literally fearful for their lives and property due 

to the illegal weapons brought to the area and discharged by Shadow Room 

patrons. ANC 2A demands the immediate closure of this nightclub. 

 

Commissioners Florence Harmon (2A03@anc.dc.gov), Rebecca Coder 

(2A02@anc.dc.gov), and Patrick Kennedy (2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s 

representatives in this matter.  

 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 

 

mailto:2A03@anc.dc.gov
mailto:2A02@anc.dc.gov
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2020 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. #293 • Washington, DC 20006 • www.anc2a.org 
 

 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 

Chairperson 

 

CC: Commander Melvin Gresham, Commander, MPD’s Second District 

 Lieutenant Edward Aragona, Lieutenant, MPD’s PSA 207 

 Lieutenant Zenobia McBride, Lieutenant, MPD’s PSA 207 

 Councilmember Jack Evans, Ward 2 

 Sherri Kimbel, Director of Constituent Services, Councilmember Jack Evans 

Steve Acott, Co-Owner, Shadow Room 
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

 

October 28, 2016 

 

Mr. Donovan Anderson 

Chairperson 

Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

2000 14th Street NW, S400 

Washington, DC 20009 

abra.legal@dc.gov 

 

RE: Application for the Renewal of the Shadow Room’s (ABRA-075871) 

Retailer’s Class “C” Nightclub License at 2131 K Street NW 

 

Dear Chairperson Anderson, 

 

At its regular meeting on October 20, 2016, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 

(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With six of 

seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 

Commission voted unanimously (6-0-0), after a motion made by Commissioner Smith 

and seconded by Commissioner Coder, to adopt the following resolution: 

 

ANC 2A protests the renewal of the Shadow Room’s Retailer’s Class “C” 

Nightclub License based on adverse impact on the peace, order, and quiet of the 

neighborhood; impact on residential parking needs and vehicular and pedestrian 

safety; and impact on residential real property values. ANC 2A recommends 

revocation of the Shadow Room’s license and closure of this nightclub based on 

the assaults with deadly weapons and other life-threatening behavior of the 

nightclub’s patrons in adjacent residential areas, in addition to repeated underage 

drinking violations, and the failure of the Shadow Room to abide by its license 

requirement that specifies that the nightclub is to contact the Metropolitan Police 

Department (MPD) and arrange for an MPD reimbursable police detail for every 

night it is open. 

 

At this ANC 2A meeting, as at earlier meetings where the Shadow Room was 

discussed, neighborhood residents and commissioners offered numerous reasons 

for protesting this renewal. The deleterious effects of this business on the peace, 

order, and tranquility of the neighborhood are well-documented both by police 

records and citizen complaints. On several occasions, Shadow Room patrons have 

been arrested for unlawful possession of semi-automatic weapons on 22nd Street 

NW where they often park when attending the nightclub.  Recently, during the 

early morning of October 10th, 2016, Shadow Room patrons engaged in a 

massive shooting that shut down 22nd Street NW (30 semi-automatic casings 

recovered; extensive property damage due to bullets). Bullets were recovered 

from residents’ and business employees’ vehicles, and residents’ and businesses’ 

windows were blown out by bullets. Bullets landed on residents’ homes—in one 

mailto:abra.legal@dc.gov
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case just feet from where an infant was sleeping. Obviously, the actions of 

Shadow Room patrons in discharging over 30 rounds of semi-automatic weapons 

on 22nd Street NW into homes, businesses, and vehicles have an adverse impact 

on the peace, order, and quiet of the neighborhood. 

 

Additionally, this nightclub patron behavior impacts residential parking and 

vehicular and pedestrian safety when residents’ and local businesses’ vehicles are 

sprayed by bullets and residents are dodging bullets in fear of losing their lives.  

 

Finally, this nightclub patron behavior impacts residential real property values 

when crime reports indicate that 22nd Street NW is now an extremely dangerous 

area of the District of Columbia to live because of the illegal conduct of nightclub 

patrons. The Shadow Room opened in contravention of its Alcoholic Beverage 

Regulation Administration (ABRA) license without requesting the required MPD 

detail during this incident in addition to not requesting the detail during other 

nights. Additionally, as always, the traffic and noise generated by the Shadow 

Room, especially on Thursday nights and weekends, disturbs the peace and quiet 

of the vicinity.  

 

There is no doubt that the Shadow Room nightclub needs to be shut down 

immediately as local residents are literally fearful for their lives and property due 

to the illegal weapons brought to the area and discharged by Shadow Room 

patrons. 

 

Commissioners Florence Harmon (2A03@anc.dc.gov), Rebecca Coder 

(2A02@anc.dc.gov), and Patrick Kennedy (2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s 

representatives in this matter.  

 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 

Chairperson 

 

CC: Commander Melvin Gresham, Commander, MPD’s Second District 

 Lieutenant Edward Aragona, Lieutenant, MPD’s PSA 207 

 Lieutenant Zenobia McBride, Lieutenant, MPD’s PSA 207 

 Councilmember Jack Evans, Ward 2 

 Sherri Kimbel, Director of Constituent Services, Councilmember Jack Evans 

Steve Acott, Co-Owner, Shadow Room 

 

mailto:2A03@anc.dc.gov
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November 3, 2016 

 

Ms. Betty Ann Kane 

Chairman 

DC Public Service Commission 

1325 G Street NW, Suite 800 

Washington, DC 20005 

PSC-CommissionSecretary@dc.gov 

 

RE: Washington Gas’ Application for Authority to Increase its Exiting Rates 

(Formal Case No. 1137) 

 

Dear Chairman Kane, 

 

At its regular meeting on October 20, 2016, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 

(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With six of 

seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 

Commission voted unanimously (6-0-0), after a motion made by Commissioner Smith 

and seconded by Commissioner Coder, to adopt the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, over the past several months ANC 2A has been the site of three 

major projects to replace older Washington Gas meters, mechanical couplings, 

and service lines, 

 

WHEREAS, these projects have been poorly coordinated, communicated, and 

executed, resulting in gross inefficacy and waste, 

 

WHEREAS, efforts by the ANC to invite Washington Gas to address its meetings 

were unanswered for a period of five months while project work continued, 

 

WHEREAS, due to poor planning, the coordination and execution elements of 

these projects had to be redone, and 

 

WHEREAS, area residents, ANC Commissioners, and ANC and DC Council staff 

wasted significant man-hours trying to communicate and coordinate with 

Washington Gas and its subcontractor regarding the execution of these projects. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2A opposes any increase in rates 

and charges for Washington Gas until and unless the utility takes steps to increase 

the efficiency and effectiveness of the planning, community outreach, and 

communication elements of its capital projects. Such steps should include 

instituting meaningful community consultation and review in advance of capital 

projects and establishing a single ongoing point of contact for ANCs, community 

mailto:PSC-CommissionSecretary@dc.gov
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groups, and impacted neighbors relative to each ongoing project for its entire 

duration. 

 

Commissioners William Kennedy Smith (2A04@anc.dc.gov) and Patrick Kennedy 

(2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter.  

 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 

Chairperson 

 

CC: Cheryl Morse, Consumer Outreach Specialist, Office of the People’s Counsel 

 Doreen Hope, Federal Government and Business Relations, Washington Gas 

 Sherri Kimbel, Director of Constituent Services, Councilmember Jack Evans 

 

 

mailto:2A04@anc.dc.gov
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October 25, 2016 

 

Ms. Jennifer Green Ellison 

Board Corporate Secretary 

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 

600 5th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

speak@wmata.com 

 

RE: Submission of Written Testimony Presented at WMATA Board of 

Director’s Public Hearing on October 20, 2016 Regarding the Restriction of 

Metrorail Operating Hours 

 

Dear Ms. Ellison, 

 

At its regular meeting on October 20, 2016, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 

(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With five of 

seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 

Commission voted unanimously (5-0-0), after a motion made by Chair Kennedy and 

seconded by Commissioner Schrefer, to submit the following testimony that ANC 2A 

Chair Patrick Kennedy delivered to the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 

Authority’s Board of Directors on October 20, 2016: 

 

 The Commission associates itself with the testimony given by many speakers 

in encouraging the Board to look at alternatives to the four hours proposals 

proffered by management. Rather than taking a meat cleaver to the hours of 

the system across 110 miles of track, we would encourage the Board to 

consider a more surgical policy of prioritizing limited service reductions -- 

single-tracks, early shutdowns, etc. -- in discrete locations where maintenance 

tasks are to be performed. This would require additional effort for planning 

purposes in order to inform customers and manage impacts on revenue 

service, but it would carry a significant dividend for riders over a complete 

service reduction as proposed. 

 

 The Board must consider a more existential question, which is: What does it 

consider WMATA's role to be? If it considers Metro to be a rapid transit 

service in the peer group of systems in Atlanta, the San Francisco Bay Area, 

and even Metrorail in Dade County -- much less New York, Los Angeles, and 

Chicago -- then it must consider that the proposed service hours in the four 

alternatives would make the D.C. Metro an outlier. Given the present state of 

the system, it is perhaps not fair for riders and the region to expect that Metro 

would perform significantly better than its peer agencies in the short term -- 

but nor should they be expected to accept a permanent policy that would make 

aspects of Metro’s service significantly worse. 

mailto:speak@wmata.com
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 Though the District of Columbia has been perhaps the most vocal about the 

proposed late-night service reductions, we would encourage representatives 

from Maryland and Virginia to consider this proposal in the context of 

protecting the investments that those jurisdictions have made to extend service 

into the suburbs. When Metro specifies a 12 am closing time now, that 

effectively means an 11:24 pm closing time for a passenger traveling in from 

Largo. From someone departing Reston, it means an 11:10 pm closing time. If 

hours are rolled back to 11:30 pm or even 10 pm, many of your constituents, 

workers, and tourists would be cut off as early as 9 pm. What will this mean 

when the system's extension to Dulles Airport is completed and opened? For 

the many billions of dollars that Virginia taxpayers are investing in that 

segment, and given how much Dulles' strategy for staunching a decline in 

passenger traffic is predicated on improving access to the core of the 

metropolitan region via reliable transit service, what would the impact of this 

proposal be on the usability of the system as a whole? 

 

 Recently, the general manager signaled in public comments that he would be 

open to looking at the system hours issue once again in 2018. If this is true, 

then as a last-resort the Board should consider implementing whatever the 

preferred hours alternative is with a sunset provision that would require 

affirmative action by the Board -- similar to this process -- in order to retain 

the reduced hours. We must consider the pre-SafeTrack hours of the system as 

our ideal, and the Board's goal as a matter of policy. Implementing new, 

reduced hours on a permanent basis enshrines those hours as the status quo, 

and shifts the burden of proof in order to adjust those hours back toward the 

ideal -- and toward what this system should be capable of. We must not do 

that. 

 

 Any short-term hours reduction should be specific in duration, and the Board 

should insist upon standards of accountability in order to ensure that there is a 

proximate relationship between its policy choice on span-of-service and 

WMATA's work product as far as improving system reliability and returning 

infrastructure to a state of good repair. We believe that riders, although not 

pleased with any service degradation, are willing to accept those that are time-

limited with a believable end date, where there is accountability and 

measurable improvement targeted. 

 

 Finally, without getting into the granular aspects of the alternative bus 

proposals presented, certainly it should be said that some improvements to 

late-night bus service must accompany any reduction in hours -- even a 

temporary reduction. But more than that, we would encourage the Board to 

consider its fare policies in concert with this specific service proposal -- even 

though it is not directly a part of it. If Metrobus is to take up the slack for the 

rail system when maintenance work is being performed or service disruptions 
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make the train an untenable option, then Metro's fare structure must consider 

the bus to be an equal part of the overall transit system. It is no secret that 

public perception in the United States relegates bus service to a lower caste 

than rail service; ungenerous transfer policies only encourage perceptions that 

Metrorail and Metrobus are separate systems at a higher and lower-tier of 

service, respectively. While this is generally an equity issue for bus riders not 

having access to rail, Metro’s rail pass products effectively penalize pass 

holders financially for choosing to take the bus over the train without paying a 

significant premium for a bundled pass. Therefore, the next time the Board 

considers a fare adjustment, we would implore it to implement a 1:1 free 

transfer policy up to the base fare -- similar to systems in New York and 

Chicago -- with the rider only paying any difference in fare if transferring into 

the rail system for a commute beyond the base fare level. 

 

Commissioner Patrick Kennedy (2A01@anc.dc.gov) is the Commission’s representative 

in this matter.  

 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 

Chairperson 

 

CC: Councilmember Jack Evans, Chair, WMATA Board of Directors 

 Sherri Kimbel, Director of Constituent Services, Councilmember Jack Evans 

  

mailto:2A01@anc.dc.gov
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October 26, 2016 

 

Ms. Gretchen Pfaehler 

Chair, Historic Preservation Review Board 

Office of Planning 

1100 4th Street SW, Suite E650 

Washington, DC 20024 

historic.preservation@dc.gov 

 

RE: Historic Landmarking Application for the Old Naval Observatory at 

2300 E Street NW and 2301 Constitution Avenue NW (HPRB #11-21) 

 

Dear Chair Pfaehler, 

 

At its regular meeting on October 20, 2016, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 

(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With five of 

seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 

Commission voted unanimously (4-0-1), after a motion made by Commissioner Smith 

and seconded by Commissioner Schrefer, to support the historic landmarking application 

for the Old Naval Observatory at 2300 E Street NW and 2301 Constitution Avenue NW 

based on the unique and integrated historical significance of the site, its component 

buildings, and the surrounding land. 

 

The ANC wishes to take this opportunity to thank the DC Preservation League and others 

for their work on cataloguing the historic elements of the area and to stress the 

importance to the neighborhood, city, and nation of preserving this unique site that has 

served as the epicenter of so many crucially important developments in the scientific and 

political history of the United States and the world. 

 

A copy of the Department of the Navy, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery publication “A 

Hilltop in Foggy Bottom”, which details a portion of the site’s history, is attached. 

 

Commissioners William Kennedy Smith (2A04@anc.dc.gov) and Patrick Kennedy 

(2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter.  

 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 

Chairperson 

mailto:historic.preservation@dc.gov
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CC: Tim Dennee, Landmarks Coordinator, DC Historic Preservation Office 

 Beth Savage, Federal Preservation Officer, U.S. GSA 

Nancy Witherell, Regional Historic Preservation Officer, U.S. GSA 

 Elizabeth Hannold, Historic Preservation Specialist, U.S. GSA 

 Patti Kuhn Babin, Senior Architectural Historian, Louis Berger 

 Rebecca Miller, Executive Director, DC Preservation League 
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December 12, 2016 

 

Mr. John Davis    Ms. Greer Johnson Gillis 

Interim Chancellor     Director 

District of Columbia Public Schools  Department of General Services 

1200 First Street, NE    2000 14th Street NW, 8th Floor 

Washington, DC 20002   Washington, DC 20009 

john.davis@dc.gov     greer.gillis@dc.gov  

 

RE: Auditorium and Gymnasium Repairs for the School Without Walls at 

Francis-Stevens 

 

Dear Chancellor Davis and Director Gillis, 

  

At its regular meeting on October 20, 2016, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 

(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With six of 

seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 

Commission voted unanimously (5-0-0), after a motion made by Chair Kennedy and 

seconded by Commissioner Smith, to adopt the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, the School Without Walls at Francis-Stevens (SWWFS) is a DC 

public school at 2425 N Street NW, in the Foggy Bottom and West End 

neighborhood, within ANC 2B but on the border with ANC 2A, and the only DC 

Public Schools (DCPS) elementary and middle school that serves residents of 

ANC 2A, after 2008 when Stevens Elementary was closed and the students were 

transferred to SWWFS, 

 

WHEREAS, SWWFS has seen its enrollment double in the last three years to 478 

students, even though the actual enrollment cap is 454 students, 

 

WHEREAS, the SWWFS school building will soon reach its capacity of 500, 

with students representing all eight wards and with a waiting list of more than 500 

additional applicants, 

 

WHEREAS, SWWFS has not received a Phase 1 renovation and this past 

summer’s renovation funding was a very small stabilization effort, resulting in 

some of the first renovations monies the school building has seen since the 1920s.  

Furthermore, when Stevens Elementary was merged into the Francis building in 

2008, it received a “schools blitz” of very limited scope to update early childhood 

classrooms rooms with such things as age-appropriate toilet facilities, but little 

more than that, 

 

WHEREAS, the DC Department of General Services (DGS) says that SWWFS 

has received essentially no substantial work that is similar in scope to what 

mailto:john.davis@dc.gov
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Browne, Eliot-Hine, and Jefferson Schools, among other DCPS facilities, 

received, 

 

WHEREAS, SWWFS was allocated $3 million in capital improvement funds in 

FY 2017 to modernize some short-term priorities, such as its gymnasium and 

auditorium, 

 

WHEREAS, DC Public Schools has approved the gymnasium and auditorium 

renovation projects, 

 

WHEREAS, the SWWFS gymnasium and auditorium renovations have been put 

on hold for over two years due to lack of funding, however, presently, in the FY 

2017 budget, funding of $3 million currently exists, and 

 

WHEREAS, the SWWFS administration and the school’s Home and School 

Association’s top priority is the renovation and expansion of the SWWFS 

gymnasium, with the second priority being the auditorium renovations. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2A asks the Department of General 

Services; Councilmember David Grosso, Chair of the DC Council’s Committee 

on Education; Ms. Jennifer Niles, Deputy Mayor for Education; and Ward 2 

Councilmember Jack Evans to continue making all due efforts to help bring the 

FY 2017 School Without Walls at Francis-Stevens auditorium and gymnasium 

projects to completion. 

 

Commissioners Florence Harmon (2A04@anc.dc.gov) and Patrick Kennedy 

(2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter.  

 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 

Chairperson 

 

CC: Chairman Phil Mendelson, DC Council 

Councilmember Jack Evans, Ward 2 

Councilmember David Grosso, At-Large 

Councilmember Elissa Silverman, At-Large 

Councilmember Robert White, Jr., At-Large 

Councilmember Anita Bonds, At-Large 

Councilmember Brandon Todd, Ward 4 

mailto:2A04@anc.dc.gov
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Councilmember Charles Allen, Ward 6 

Councilmember Brianne Nadeau, Ward 1 

Councilmember Mary Cheh, Ward 3 

Councilmember Kenyan McDuffie, Ward 5 

Councilmember Yvette Alexander, Ward 7 

Councilmember LaRuby May, Ward 8 

Jennifer Niles, Deputy Mayor for Education 

Jack Jacobson, DC State Board of Education 

Mary Lord, DC State Board of Education 
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October 28, 2016 

 

Mr. Matthew Marcou 

Chair, Public Space Committee 

District Department of Transportation 

1100 4th Street SW, Third Floor 

Washington, DC 20004 

PublicSpace.Committee@dc.gov 

 

RE: Updated Public Space Application by the Washington Marriott 

Georgetown to Perform Exterior Renovations to the Hotel at 1221 22nd 

Street NW (DDOT #182335) 

 

Dear Chair Marcou, 

 

At its regular meeting on October 20, 2016, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 

(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With five of 

seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 

Commission voted unanimously (5-0-0), after a motion made by Chair Kennedy and 

seconded by Commissioner Schrefer, to support the Washington Marriott Georgetown’s 

updated public space application to perform exterior renovations to the hotel at 1221 

22nd Street NW. 

 

Commissioners Florence Harmon (2A06@anc.dc.gov) and Patrick Kennedy 

(2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter.  

 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 

Chairperson 

 

CC: Brian Husting, Architect for the Applicant 

 Christopher Garcia, Architect for the Applicant 

 Kori Johnson, General Manager, Washington Marriott Georgetown 
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