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Regular Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, November 18th, 2015; 7:00 p.m. 

GWU Funger Hall, Room 103 – 2201 G Street NW 

 

Call to Order 

 

Chair Patrick Kennedy (01) called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. Commissioners Phil Schrefer 

(05), Florence Harmon (06), and Eve Zhurbinskiy (08) were present. 
 

Chair Kennedy made a motion to adopt the agenda. Commissioner Schrefer seconded the 

motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 4-0). 
 

Community Forum 

 

Report from PSA 207 

 

Lt. Hughes from police service area (PSA) 207 was present. She went over the recent crime 

statistics for the neighborhood. She said that she predicts that by the next meeting the number of 

robberies will be lower, as there was recently a significant increase in robberies. 
 

Commissioner Schrefer talked about the recent increase in violent crime in the area surrounding 

GW Hospital. He asked if the ANC could have more information about crime in that area at 

future ANC meetings, as well as more information about two year crime data instead of just 

month to month data. 
 

Lt. Hughes said that there will be more officers out in the area due to the special attention being 

given to universities, hospitals, and other public areas in the aftermath of the Paris attacks. 
 

Report on the West End Library and Fire Station Projects 

 

Ben Sonnet, Development Manager for EastBanc, was present. He gave an overview of the plans 

for both projects in the West End. He said that both projects experienced a few delays in 

construction over the last few months. He said that the West End Fire Station project would be 

delivering during the first quarter of 2017 and that the West End Library project would be 

delivering by the second quarter of 2017. 
 

Mr. Sonnet said that there will be some upcoming roadway interruptions in order to install water 

connections. He said that more updates will be coming out via the project’s list-serv. 
 

Report from the Ward 2 Education Network 

 

Chair Kennedy talked about the updates that Chris Sondreal, ANC 2A’s representative to the 

Ward 2 Education Network, had emailed to the commissioners. 
 

Report from the Executive Office of the Mayor 
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and 

 

Update Regarding Removal of Homeless Encampments from the Area Near Virginia Avenue, 

27th Street, and Rock Creek Parkway 

 

Keylin Rivera, a ward 2 representative for the Mayor’s Office of Community Relations and 

Services, was present. She said that the Mayor’s Office had heard the neighborhood’s concerns 

regarding the homeless encampments by Virginia Avenue, 27th Street, and Rock Creek 

Parkway. She said that they were collecting information about the situation and would be putting 

together a one-page overview to distribute to the community. 
 

Ms. Rivera said that staff members from the Department of Behavioral Health and the Deputy 

Mayor for Health and Human Services’ office were continuing to do outreach with the residents 

that live in the encampments. He said that the Mayor’s Office would be distributing booklets to 

the community with hypothermia season information. She added that the Mayor’s Office did not 

currently have any updates on where the residents of the encampments were being relocated to. 
 

Marina Streznewski, the President of the Foggy Bottom Association, shared information she 

received from Dallas Williams at the Department of Human Services that twelve individuals 

from the encampments would be viewing units paid for by the DC government in the coming 

days. 
 

Ms. Rivera said that the Mayor’s Office was putting together the Mayor’s schedule for the 

holiday season and that the community should send scheduling requests for neighborhood events 

to her. 
 

General Agenda 

 

Presentation and Request for Consideration of Resolution by Downtown DC Public Restroom 

Committee 

 

Janet Sharpe, a representative for the Downtown DC Public Restroom Committee, was present. 

She said that she is a member of the People for Fairness Coalition (PFC). She gave a history of 

the Downtown Washington, DC Restroom Initiative. 
 

Ms. Sharpe said that the lack of public restrooms in downtown DC is particularly troubling for 

those that are restroom challenged, including pregnant women, people with urinary tract 

infections, senior citizens, and other populations. She said that PFC carried out a survey of 

available restrooms in downtown DC public and found that there were limited options available. 
 

Ken Durham, a neighborhood resident, talked about the availability of public restrooms that he 

and his wife Jackie had seen in other cities. 
 

Commissioner Zhurbinskiy distributed a resolution she wrote on the matter. She read the “Be it 

Resolved” clauses of the resolution aloud. 
 

Commissioner Zhurbinskiy made a motion to adopt the resolution. Commissioner Schrefer 

seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 4-0). 
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Regulatory Agenda 
 

Updates Regarding Application by Hyatt Place Hotel for a New Retailer’s Class “C” Hotel 

Liquor License 

 

Chair Kennedy gave an update on the Hyatt Place Hotel’s liquor license application. He said that 

the ANC entered into a settlement agreement that removed the hotel’s ability to host live events 

on the rooftop but allowed for a limited amount of background recorded music and no live 

music. 
 

Application by “Abdo F St., LLC” (dba Abdotel) for a Substantial Change to Their Retailer’s 

Class “C” Hotel Liquor License (2224 F Street NW, ABRA-090189) 
 

Jim Abdo, President and CEO of Abdo Development, was present. Andrew Kline, the counsel 

for the applicant, was also present. 
 

Mr. Abdo gave a visual presentation regarding the progress of the construction. He said that the 

hotel would have a new awning over the entrance, a patio in the front, and a new handicap ramp 

leading to the entrance. He said that his team was also proposing to add an inner courtyard which 

would have patio seating. 
 

Mr. Kline said that the applicant had slightly overestimated the number of seats in the Alcoholic 

Beverage Regulation Administration (ABRA) application for the courtyard and sidewalk cafe in 

order to give the hotel some wiggle room for seating. Mr. Abdo added that some of the rooftop 

seating would be lounge seating to allow people to sit with a laptop and do work. 
 

Commissioner Harmon and Chair Kennedy asked what the total load from the Department of 

Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) permit was for the roof. Mr. Abdo said that he could 

get back to the ANC with that information. 
 

Mr. Abdo gave an overview of the color schemes, finishings, and touches that were planned for 

the hotel’s rooms and public spaces. He said that the name of the hotel was going to be “Hotel 

Hive.” He added that the price point for the hotel rooms would be about half of the normal rate 

for a hotel room in DC. 
 

Sara Maddux, a neighborhood resident, asked how the hotel would handle the loading and 

unloading of deliveries. Mr. Abdo said that the rear yard of the house next door on Virginia 

Avenue would be used for deliveries and that there would also be a drop off zone in front of the 

building. 
 

Chair Kennedy asked about the need for the 24 hours of operation that was stated in the 

application. Mr. Kline said that the 24 hours would be for room service. 
 

Barbara Kahlow, a neighborhood resident, said that these hours would have a large noise impact 

in the residential area surrounding the hotel and would also have a negative impact for the GW 

students living nearby. 
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Another neighborhood resident said that he lives directly across the street from the hotel and that 

he would have to move if the hotel created too much noise at night. He said that the large 

buildings surrounding the hotel would create an amphitheater effect that would amplify sound 

from the hotel. He also raised issues with the impacts on parking as a result of the hotel. He 

asked the ANC to not approve the license change. 
 

Mr. Abdo said that, with regard to parking, the hotel had operated without a parking garage in 

the past, plus his team found that many people who stay at micro-unit hotels take public 

transportation. He said that he would be happy to reach out to nearby buildings that have 

available parking to negotiate on using their parking spaces. 
 

Commissioner Harmon said that, in her experience, the ANC had never approved outdoor hours 

until 2:00 am or 3:00 am. She asked if there was a request for an entertainment endorsement. Mr. 

Abdo said that there was no entertainment endorsement request but that there might be 

background music playing through speakers. 
 

Mr. Kline said that he would be willing to work with the ANC and that he was confident that 

they would find a way to resolve the ANC’s concerns. 
 

Mr. Abdo said that he was not sure if the hotel needed the full hours stated in the application. He 

said that he needed to make the hotel experience enjoyable for the people staying at the hotel as 

well. He added that the rooftop would be controlled access to guests who were staying at the 

hotel only. 
 

Chair Kennedy said that he would put Mr. Kline and Mr. Abdo in touch with the Columbia Plaza 

Tenants Association to discuss the application in more depth with them. 
 

Commissioner Schrefer asked about the break space available to those who worked at the hotel. 

Mr. Abdo went over the locker and changing space available to employees. 
 

Ms. Streznewski asked where the hotel employees were going to park. Mr. Abdo said that he 

would be working with neighborhood garages to find space for the employees to park. 
 

Chair Kennedy made a motion to protest the hotel’s application for a substantial change to their 

license based on adverse impact on the peace, order, and quiet of the neighborhood and adverse 

impact on residential parking needs and vehicular and pedestrian safety. Commissioner Harmon 

seconded the motion. 
 

Commissioner Harmon asked for a friendly amendment to include adverse impact on real 

property values in the protest reasoning. The amendment was accepted as a friendly amendment. 
 

The final motion was voted on and passed (VOTES: 4-0). 
 

Request by “Cinema Beverages Holding Company, LLC” (dba West End Cinema Beverage 

Service) for Changes to the Establishment’s Settlement Agreement 
 

Camelia Mazard, counsel for the applicant, was present. She gave an overview of the requested 

changes to the settlement agreement. 
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Commissioner Harmon made a motion to accept the requested changes to the settlement 

agreement. Commissioner Zhurbinskiy seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed 

(VOTES: 4-0). 
 

Updates Regarding Application by Hillel at The George Washington University for their 

Proposed Development 
 

Ms. Kahlow gave an overview of the outcomes of the recent Zoning Commissioner hearing on 

the matter. She said that the Zoning Commission’s final decision on the matter had been moved 

to Monday, November 23rd. 
 

Updates Regarding Ongoing Appeal by the Hilton Garden Inn 

 

Ms. Kahlow gave an overview of the current state of the Hilton Garden Inn’s legal appeal. 
 

Consideration of a Resolution Regarding WMATA Proposal to Implement a “University Pass” 

Fare Program for DC College Students 

 

Commissioner Zhurbinskiy gave an overview of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 

Authority’s (WMATA) proposal for a “University Pass” program, including the recent internal 

report from Metro about the proposal. She gave an overview of the details WMATA released on 

how the program would be funded and implemented. 
 

Commissioner Zhurbinskiy distributed a resolution she wrote on the matter. She read the “Be it 

Resolved” clauses of the resolution aloud. 
 

Commissioner Zhurbinskiy made a motion to adopt the resolution. Commissioner Schrefer 

seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 4-0). 
 

Administrative Agenda 

 

Adoption of Past Meeting Minutes 

 

Commissioner Harmon made a motion to adopt the October 2015 meeting minutes subject to 

minor technical edits. Commissioner Schrefer seconded the motion, which was voted on and 

passed (VOTES: 4-0). 
 

Approval of Quarterly Financial Report for FY 2015 Quarter 4 

 

Commissioner Zhurbinskiy made a motion to adopt the quarterly financial report for FY 2015 

quarter 4. Commissioner Schrefer seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed 

(VOTES: 4-0). 
 
 

Chair Kennedy adjourned the meeting at 8:58 pm. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 
Philip Schrefer 

Secretary, ANC 2A05 
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 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

November 29, 2015 
 
Councilmember Mary Cheh 
Chair, Committee on Transportation and the Environment 
Council of the District of Columbia 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20004 
mcheh@dccouncil.us  
 

RE: Proposal by the Downtown DC Public Restroom Initiative to install and 
maintain clean, safe public restrooms in downtown DC 

 
Dear Councilmember Cheh, 
 
At its regular meeting on November 18, 2015, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With four of 
seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 
Commission voted unanimously to adopt the following resolution, which was introduced 
by Commissioner Zhurbinskiy and seconded by Commissioner Schrefer, by a vote of (4-
0-0): 
 

WHEREAS, many individuals need access to clean, safe, available public 
restrooms, including tourists, families with young children, women who are 
pregnant, the elderly, individuals with bowel incontinence and people without 
housing; 

 
WHEREAS, a study conducted by the People for Fairness Coalition (PFC) 
revealed that there are very few public restrooms in downtown Washington, DC, 
some establishments do not allow people to use restrooms unless they first 
purchase something, and in most downtown neighborhoods there are no restrooms 
available late at night or early in the morning; 

 
WHEREAS, most capital cities in Europe and Asia have clean, safe public 
restrooms that are easily accessible at any time of night or day, while this is not 
the case in our Nation’s Capital; 

 
WHEREAS, a number of large cities in the U.S. have begun to experiment with a 
variety of restroom options, including self-cleaning restrooms, restrooms with 
attendants, and the Portland, Oregon Loo, a 24-hour sustainable public restroom, 
while in London there is a government program that provides incentives to private 
establishments if they put up signs indicating their restroom is open to all; 

 
WHEREAS, if a person cannot find a restroom in DC and has no other option 
than to relieve themselves in a public space, the penalty is a ticket of up to $500 
or a jail term up to 90 days; 



 

2020 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. #293 • Washington, DC 20006 • www.anc2a.org 
 

 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2A asks the DC 
government to explore and identify options for installing and maintaining clean, 
safe public restrooms available 24/7 in needed areas of downtown DC. 

 
Commissioners Eve Zhurbinskiy (2A08@anc.dc.gov) and Patrick Kennedy 
(2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter. 
 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson 
 
CC: Councilmember Jack Evans, Ward 2  

Marcy Bernbaum, Downtown DC Public Restroom Initiative 
Chairman Phil Mendelson 
Councilmember Vincent Orange, At-Large 
Councilmember Anita Bonds, At-Large 
Councilmember David Grosso, At-Large 
Councilmember Elissa Silverman, At-Large 
Councilmember Brianne Nadeau, Ward 1 
Councilmember Brandon Todd, Ward 4 
Councilmember Kenyan McDuffie, Ward 5 
Councilmember Charles Allen, Ward 6 
Councilmember Yvette Alexander, Ward 7 
Councilmember LaRuby May, Ward 8 
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 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

November 25, 2015 
 
Mr. Donovan Anderson 
Chairperson 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 
2000 14th Street, NW, S400 
Washington, DC 20009 
abra@dc.gov 
 

RE: Application by “Abdo F St., LLC” (dba “Abdotel,” ABRA-090189) for a 
Substantial Change to their Retailer’s Class “C” Hotel License at 2224 F 
Street NW 

 
Dear Chairperson Anderson, 
 
At its regular meeting on November 18, 2015, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With four of 
seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly noticed public meeting, the 
Commission voted unanimously (4-0-0), after a motion made by Commissioner Kennedy 
and seconded by Commissioner Harmon, to protest the above-referenced application 
based on (1) adverse impact on the peace, order, and quiet of the neighborhood; (2) 
adverse impact on real property values; and (3) adverse impact on residential parking 
needs and vehicular and pedestrian safety. 
 
Commissioners Patrick Kennedy (2A01@anc.dc.gov), Florence Harmon 
(2A06@anc.dc.gov), and Eve Zhurbinskiy (2A08@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s 
representatives in this matter. 
 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson 
 
CC: Jim Abdo, President and CEO, Abdo Development 
 Andrew Kline, Counsel for the Applicant 
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December 3, 2015 

 

Mr. Donovan Anderson 

Chairperson 

Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

2000 14th Street, NW, S400 

Washington, DC 20009 

abra@dc.gov 

 

RE: Application by “Cinema Beverages Holding Company, LLC” (dba 

“West End Cinema Beverage Service,” ABRA-100805) for a New Class “DX” 

Multi-Purpose Facility License at 2301 M Street NW 

 

Dear Chairperson Anderson, 

 

At its regular meeting on October 21, 2015, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 

(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With six of 

seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly noticed public meeting, the 

Commission voted unanimously (6-0-0), after a motion made by Commissioner Coder 

and seconded by Commissioner Smith, to support the Applicant’s application for a new 

Class “DX” Multi-Purpose Facility license at 2301 M Street NW and to enter into a 

settlement agreement with the Applicant. 

 

Additionally, at its regular meeting on November 18, 2015, Advisory Neighborhood 

Commission 2A considered a request by the Applicant to amend the settlement 

agreement for the same establishment. With four of seven commissioners present, a 

quorum at a duly noticed public meeting, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0-0), 

after a motion made by Commissioner Harmon and seconded by Commissioner 

Zhurbinskiy, to accept the proposed amendments to the settlement agreement for the 

establishment. The final settlement agreement that was signed by the Applicant and by 

the Commission has been attached to this letter. 

 

Commissioners Rebecca Coder (2A02@anc.dc.gov) and Patrick Kennedy 

(2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter. 

 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Patrick Kennedy 

Chairperson 

 

mailto:abra@dc.gov
mailto:2A02@anc.dc.gov
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2020 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. #293 • Washington, DC 20006 • www.anc2a.org 
 

 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

CC: Camelia Mazard, Counsel for the Applicant 
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November 24, 2015 

 

Mr. Mortimer Downey 

Chair, Board of Directors 

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority  

600 5th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

 

Councilmember Jack Evans 

Chair, Finance & Administration Committee 

Board of Directors 

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 

600 5th Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

 

RE: WMATA proposal to create a “University Pass” program for DC college 

students 

 

Dear Chair Downey and Councilmember Evans, 

 

At its regular meeting on November 18, 2015, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 

(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With four of 

seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 

Commission voted unanimously to adopt the following resolution, which was introduced 

by Commissioner Zhurbinskiy and seconded by Commissioner Schrefer, by a vote of (4-

0-0): 

 

WHEREAS, Washington, D.C. has a large population of college students, with 

seven universities primarily based in D.C., and multiple universities in Maryland 

and Virginia participating in the Metro system; 

 

WHEREAS, many college students are turning their backs on Metro, choosing 

rideshare options such as Uber and Lyft as primary methods of transportation; 

 

WHEREAS, Metro ridership has declined by five percent over the past five years, 

despite rapid population growth; 

 

WHEREAS, a decrease in Metro ridership leads to reductions in service, 

negatively impacting all who use the system; 

 

WHEREAS, Metro is a sustainable form of transportation, and decreased usage in 

favor of automobile options will lead to increased air and water pollution; 
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WHEREAS, a discounted metro pass for college students could substantially 

increase Metro ridership by incentivizing college students to start using Metro or 

using Metro more often; 

 

WHEREAS, a Metro report dated October 8, 2015 proposed offering unlimited 

ride products to local university students as a way to increase ridership; 

 

WHEREAS, many other cities, such as Minneapolis-St. Paul, Seattle, and 

Chicago, have similar programs; 

 

WHEREAS, ANC 2A represents the largest college student population in the 

District of Columbia; 

 

WHEREAS, students at the George Washington University, many of whom reside 

within the boundaries of ANC 2A, have expressed support for the university ride 

pass program; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2A supports Metro’s plan 

to create an unlimited ride pass for college students, thereby offering students 

affordable transportation options, promoting sustainability, increasing Metro 

ridership, and supporting infrastructure investment. 

 

Commissioners Eve Zhurbinskiy (2A08@anc.dc.gov) and Patrick Kennedy 

(2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter. 

 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Patrick Kennedy 

Chairperson 

 

CC: Ann Chisholm, Government Relations Officer – DC, WMATA 

 Andrea Dowd, President, GW Student Association 

 Casey Syron, Executive Vice President, GW Student Association 

mailto:2A08@anc.dc.gov
mailto:2A01@anc.dc.gov

