
Page 1 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

  
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 19th, 2017; 7:00 p.m. 
 Avenue Suites – 2500 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

  
Call to Order 
  
Chair Patrick Kennedy (01) called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm. Commissioners Rebecca 
Coder (02), Marco Guzman (03), Philip Schrefer (05), and Eve Zhurbinskiy (08) were present. 
Commissioner's Florence Harmon (06) arrived at 7:15 pm. Commissioner William Kennedy 
Smith (04) arrived at 8:13 pm. 
  
Adoption of the Agenda 
  
Chair Kennedy made a motion to adopt the meeting agenda. Commissioner Guzman seconded 
the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 5-0-0). 
 
General Agenda 
 
Second and Final Reading to Adopt an Agreement Regarding GW Hospital’s Proposal to Install 
a Helipad on the Roof of the Hospital at 900 23rd Street NW 
 
Chair Kennedy gave an overview of the actions taken by the ANC to distribute the updated draft 
community agreement, respective draft DC Council legislation, and draft ANC resolution to the 
public in advance of the meeting. 
 
The commission conducted a second reading of the proposed community agreement, stopping to 
discuss several proposed changes to and items of concern in the agreement. Several meeting 
attendees voiced their opinions for or against the proposed community agreement, respective DC 
Council legislation, and ANC resolution. 
 
Chair Kennedy made a motion to adopt the proposed resolution regarding the matter, which 
included support for the proposed community agreement and respective DC Council legislation. 
Commissioner Zhurbinskiy seconded the motion. 
 
Chair Kennedy made a motion to amend the text included in the community agreement regarding 
the weight rating of the proposed helipad. The motion was adopted by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Kennedy made a motion to amend the text included in the community agreement regarding 
the hospital’s defined bed count. The motion was adopted by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Kennedy made a motion to remove the text included in the community agreement 
regarding the flight count limits for the proposed helipad, as this text was moved to the proposed 
DC Council legislation. The motion was adopted by unanimous consent. 
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Chair Kennedy made a motion to add text to the community agreement regarding the allowance 
for a mediation process in the event of any eventual violations of the community agreement. The 
motion was adopted by unanimous consent. 
 
Commissioner Harmon made a motion to add text to the community agreement regarding the 
allowance for additional legal remedies, as permitted under DC regulations, for any eventual 
violations of the community agreement provided that the mediation process has first been 
exhausted. The motion was adopted by unanimous consent. 
 
A legal representative for GW Hospital presented proposed text that would place limits on the 
ANC’s ability or a community third-party group’s ability to pursue legal remedies of any 
eventual violations of the community agreement. The legal representative stated that GW 
Hospital is asking for the proposed text to be added to the community agreement. Chair Kennedy 
said that the ANC has significant concerns with the proposed text and would thus need additional 
time to discuss the text with the hospital. 
 
Chair Kennedy made a motion to table the commission’s consideration of the proposed 
resolution. Commissioner Coder seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 
6-0-0). 
 
Community Forum 
 
Report from the Metropolitan Police Department’s PSA 207 
 
Captain Kelvin Cusick, a representative for the Metropolitan Police Department’s (MPD) Second 
District, was present. He gave an overview of the recent crime statistics for the neighborhood. 
 
Report from the Executive Office of the Mayor 
 
Richard Livingstone, a Ward 2 representative for the Mayor’s Office of Community Relations 
and Services (MOCRS), was present. He yielded his dedicated presentation time to the report on 
the Stevens School development project, which was taking place later in the meeting agenda. 
 
Report from the Office of Ward 2 Councilmember Jack Evans 
 
Jacob Kohn, a representative for Councilmember Jack Evans’ Office, was present. He said that 
the DC Council’s new legislative session has started. He said that he has also received many 
emails regarding concerns about vibrations taking place in the neighborhood. He said that the 
vibrations are specifically caused by Metrorail’s new 7000-series trains, which are heavier than 
previous train models. He added that the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
(WMATA) is replacing some sections of Metrorail tracks across the city in order to better handle 
the heavier trains. 
 
Report from the Ward 2 Education Network 
 
Dan Cook, a representative for the Ward 2 Education Network, was present. He introduced 
himself to meeting attendees. He said that he is hoping to replace Chris Sondreal, the ANC’s 



Page 3 

former representative to the Ward 2 Education Network, as the ANC’s new network 
representative.  
 
Mr. Cook gave an overview of the School Without Walls at Francis-Stevens’ upcoming annual 
auction, which will be on Saturday, October 21st at 5:30 pm at Squire Patton Boggs, 2550 M 
Street NW. 
 
Report from the West End Library 
 
Commissioner Coder said that she has heard that the new West End Library will be opening at 
the end of October. 
 
Report on the Stevens School Development Project 
 
Ahnna Smith, the Chief of Staff for the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Education, was present. 
She gave an overview of Mayor Bowser’s recent decision to reopen the Stevens School as an 
expansion of the School Without Walls at Francis-Stevens, while also offering a childcare space 
on the first floor of the building. 
 
Ms. Smith said that the project’s team from the DC Government will be coming back to the 
community in the future to seek feedback regarding school operations. She said that the DC 
Public Schools (DCPS) is taking the lead regarding the opening of the school. 
 
Danny Pettway, a representative for Akridge, was present. He gave an overview of the status of 
the adjacent development project at 2100 L Street NW. He said that the dismantling of the 
temporary fire station building that is currently located on the project site will start soon. He 
added that Akridge’s current plan is to demolish the former Humane Society of the United States 
building currently located on the project site by the end of the first quarter of 2018. 
 
Commissioner Harmon asked when a decision would be made regarding the amount of square 
footage of the Stevens School that will be used by the School Without Walls at Francis-Stevens 
versus the square footage that will be used by the new childcare space. Ms. Smith said that the 
childcare space will not expand beyond the first floor of the building. 
 
Commissioner Harmon asked when the DC Government would be sending its build-out 
requirements for the Stevens School to Akridge. Ms. Smith said that the project team is currently 
working to finalize the build-out requirements. 
 
Commissioner Updates 
 
There were not any commissioner updates. 
 
Announcements and Public Comments 
 
David Rydzeski, a representative for the DC College Savings Plan, was present. He said that the 
DC College Savings Plan was created by the DC Government as a resource for DC residents. He 
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said that he can serve as a resource to Foggy Bottom and West End residents and that he wants to 
work with the community to conduct additional outreach regarding the DC College Savings Plan. 
 
General Agenda 
 
Introduction of New GWU President Thomas LeBlanc 
 
Thomas LeBlanc, the new president of the George Washington University (GW), was present. 
He said that he started in his new role on August 1st. He added that he and his wife live in the 
historic F Street House at 1925 F Street NW. He gave an overview of his previous academic and 
professional work at the University of Rochester and the University of Miami. 
 
Mr. LeBlanc said that he is sensitive to the fact that universities have a significant impact on 
their surrounding communities. He added that universities often provide elements that make up 
thriving, livable communities to their surrounding communities. 
 
Mr. LeBlanc said that he and his administration want to be a good neighbor to the community. 
He added that, while the university administration may, at times, disagree with the community, 
he hopes that there will still be open communications between the university and the community. 
 
Consideration of a Resolution Recognizing the Hard Work of Britany Waddell, GW’s Former 
Director of Community Relations 
 
Chair Kennedy gave an overview of the commission’s appreciation of the hard work and long 
hours put in by Britany Waddell, GW’s former Director of Community Relations, on behalf of 
the community. He said that she was professional, approachable, and had a good spirit towards 
neighbors. 
 
Chair Kennedy made a motion to adopt a resolution regarding the commission’s appreciation of 
Britany Waddell’s hard work on behalf of the community. Commissioner Coder seconded the 
motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0-0). 
 
Regulatory Agenda 
 
Consideration of a Resolution Regarding the Commission’s Position on a Proposed Planned Unit 
Development (PUD) by Boston Properties at 2100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Including 
Consideration of Proposed Public Benefits 
 
Commissioner Harmon recused herself from voting on this matter. 
 
David Avitabile, counsel for the applicants, and Jake Stroman, Vice President of Development 
for Boston Properties, were present. Mr. Avitabile gave a visual presentation regarding the plans 
for the proposed planned unit development (PUD) at 2100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW. 
 
Mr. Avitabile gave an overview of the various PUD applications that have been filed by the 
applicants. He also gave an overview of the proposed public benefits included in the application 
filings. He said that the proposed public benefits include a $350,000 contribution to WMATA for 
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improvements to the Foggy Bottom-GWU Metrorail station, a $30,000 contribution for the 
purchase of artwork to be placed within Duke Ellington Park, a $150,000 contribution for 
improvements to the 26th Street NW Park and to the 900 block of 26th Street NW, a $150,000 
contribution for improvements to James Monroe Park, and a $20,000 contribution for the 
expansion of the school garden at the School Without Walls at Francis-Stevens. 
 
Alicia Knight, GW’s Senior Associate Vice President for Operations, was present. She gave an 
overview of the campus plan consequences of the proposal to change the use of the Rice Hall site 
to a development site. She said that the university’s plan is to move most of the offices currently 
located in Rice Hall to the university’s Old Main building at 1922 F Street NW. She said that the 
Office of the President and the Office of the Provost will move to the university’s Alumni House 
at 1918 F Street NW. She added that alumni functions currently located in the Alumni House 
will be relocated to university-controlled swing space. She said that GW has committed to not 
have an impact on any student spaces as a result of the Rice Hall office space transitions. 
 
Mr. Avitabile said that the applicants are asking for two area of zoning flexibility as part of the 
applicant’s Zoning Commission applications. He gave an overview of the two areas of zoning 
flexibility. 
 
Commissioner Zhurbinskiy said that she would like the university to include more specificity in 
the Zoning Commission filings regarding how no student space will be impacted as a result of 
the Rice Hall office space transitions. 
 
Chair Kennedy said that he continues to lament the loss of the small businesses that were forced 
to move from the 2100 block of Pennsylvania Avenue as a result of the university’s 2112 
Pennsylvania Avenue NW development project. He said that he would like to ensure that GW 
works with the small businesses currently located in 2100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW to help 
them relocate to nearby spaces at similar rents. 
 
Commissioner Smith made a motion to adopt a proposed resolution regarding the ANC’s support 
of the Zoning Commission applications for the proposed planned unit development at 2100 
Pennsylvania Avenue NW. Commissioner Zhurbinskiy seconded the motion, which was voted 
on and passed (VOTES: 6-0-0). 
 
Commissioner Harmon departed from the meeting. 
 
Consideration of a Resolution Regarding the Public Space Application by the Fairmont Hotel for 
a New, Un-Enclosed Sidewalk Café with 10 Tables, 32 Seats, and 4 Umbrellas at 2401 M Street 
NW 
 
Jim Landau, a representative for MetLife Real Estate, the ownership company for the Fairmont 
Washington, D.C., was present. He gave an overview of the recent improvements that the hotel’s 
ownership made to the hotel. 
 
Mr. Landau gave a visual presentation regarding the hotel’s proposal for a new sidewalk cafe. 
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Commissioner Coder said that she is concerned about the proposed removal of several trees on 
the northwest corner of the intersection of 24th Street and M Street NW as a result of the 
installation of the sidewalk cafe. 
 
Commissioner Coder made a motion to support the Fairmont Hotel’s public space application for 
a new sidewalk cafe and to include in the resolution a suggestion that the hotel plants three new 
trees in the neighborhood to compensate for the loss of three trees at the site of the sidewalk cafe. 
Commissioner Smith seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0-0). 
 
Consideration of a Resolution Regarding the Public Space Application by Nobu for a New Valet 
Staging Zone with 2 Spaces at 2525 M Street NW 
 
Christopher Bystryk, the President of Guardian Parking Management Services, the parking 
management company retained by Nobu, was present. He gave an overview of the plans for the 
restaurant’s proposed valet staging zone. 
 
Commissioner Coder said that the parking management company should remind its staff to be 
conscientious of the adjacent bike lane that runs along the north side of M Street NW. 
 
Commissioner Coder made a motion to support Nobu’s public space application for a new valet 
staging zone. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed 
(VOTES: 6-0-0). 
 
Consideration of a Resolution Regarding a Public Space Application by GW to Install 36 “No 
Smoking” Signs Across the University Campus 
 
Chair Kennedy made a motion to support GW’s public space application for the renewal of 36 
“No Smoking” signs currently installed across the university campus. Commissioner 
Zhurbinskiy seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0-0). 
 
Consideration of a Resolution Regarding DDOT’s Downtown West Transportation  
Planning Study on the Pennsylvania Avenue NW and H Street NW Corridors 
 
Chair Kennedy gave an overview of the District Department of Transportation’s (DDOT) 
Downtown West Transportation Planning Study, including DDOT’s recommended 
improvements to the Pennsylvania Avenue and H Street NW corridors. He also gave an 
overview of his own proposal for possible ways to improve traffic movements at the intersection 
of Pennsylvania Avenue, H Street, and 19th Street NW in conjunction with DDOT’s study. 
 
Chair Kennedy gave an overview of his proposed resolution regarding the matter, which includes 
the ANC’s support of the recommended improvements to the Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
corridor, recommendations for ways to improve traffic at the intersection of Pennsylvania 
Avenue, H Street, and 19th Street NW, and a request for further outreach regarding the 
recommended contraflow bus lane on H Street NW. 
 
Commissioner Smith said that he is concerned that DDOT did not factor the potential traffic 
effects of the eventual DC Streetcar extension along K Street NW into their modeling for the 
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Downtown West Transportation Planning Study. He added that he is also concerned that DDOT 
did not fully consider the effects that the H Street NW contraflow bus lane would have on 
loading and unloading capabilities for the property owners along H Street. 
 
Chair Kennedy made a motion to adopt his proposed resolution regarding the matter. 
Commissioner Coder seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0-0). 
 
Consideration of a Resolution Regarding Proposed Updates to the DC Circulator’s Transit 
Development Plan, Including Stop Elimination and the Extension of the Rosslyn-Dupont Circle 
Route to U Street and Howard University 
 
Chair Kennedy gave an overview of DDOT’s draft 2017 DC Circulator Transit Development 
Plan. He said that the plan includes a proposal to extend the DC Circulator’s Rosslyn-Dupont 
Circle route to U Street NW and Howard University. 
 
Chair Kennedy gave an overview of his proposed resolution regarding the matter, which states 
the ANC’s continued support for the proposed route extension and also calls on the DC 
Government to grow the DC Circulator bus fleet through the purchase of additional buses in 
order to implement the route extension. 
 
Chair Kennedy made a motion to adopt his proposed resolution regarding the matter. 
Commissioner Smith seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0-0). 
 
Consideration of a Resolution in Support of a Proposal to Add Service on the H1 Metrobus 
Route 
 
Chair Kennedy gave an overview of the H1 Metrobus route. He said that it is a very productive 
route even though it operates with rush hour, peak direction-only service. 
 
Chair Kennedy gave an overview of his proposed resolution regarding the matter, which calls on 
WMATA to add both two-way rush-hour service and weekday midday service to the route. 
 
Chair Kennedy made a motion to adopt his proposed resolution regarding the matter. 
Commissioner Coder seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0-0). 
 
Fabulous Market – Application for the Renewal of the Establishment’s Retailer’s Class “B” 
Grocery License at 2424 Pennsylvania Avenue NW  
 
The commission did not take any action regarding this matter. 
 
Administrative Agenda 
 
Adoption of Past Meeting Minutes 
 
Chair Kennedy made a motion to approved the ANC’s draft July 2017 meeting minutes with 
allowance for minor technical and grammatical corrections. Commissioner Guzman seconded 
the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0-0). 
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Second Review of the ANC’s Proposed FY 2018 Budget 
 
Commissioner Zhurbinskiy made a motion to approve the ANC’s proposed FY 2018 budget on 
second reading. Commissioner Guzman seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed 
(VOTES: 6-0-0). 
 
Approval of Expenditures for the Metropolitan Police Department Second District Citizens 
Advisory Committee’s Annual Police Awards Banquet 
 
Chair Kennedy made a motion to approve a $100 expenditure for the purchase of an ANC ad in 
the program of the Metropolitan Police Department Second District Citizens Advisory 
Committee’s annual Police Awards Banquet. Commissioner Coder seconded the motion, which 
was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0-0). 
 
Approval of a Reimbursement for the Meeting Room Booking Fee for the ANC’s Regular 
September 2017 Meeting 
 
Chair Kennedy made a motion to approve the reimbursement of $300 to Peter Sacco, the ANC’s 
Executive Director, for the meeting room booking fee for the ANC’s regular September 2017 
meeting. Commissioner Schrefer seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 
6-0-0). 
 
Adjournment 
 
Chair Kennedy adjourned the meeting at 10:21 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Philip Schrefer 
Secretary, ANC 2A05 
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

September 19, 2017 
 
Ms. Britany J. Waddell 
Former Director of Community Relations 
The George Washington University 
 

RE: Resolution of Recognition and Appreciation 
 
Dear Ms. Waddell, 
 
At its regular meeting on September 19, 2017, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A (“ANC 2A” or 
“Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With seven of eight commissioners present, a quorum 
at a duly-noticed public meeting, the Commission voted unanimously (7-0-0) to adopt the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, Britany J. Waddell served The George Washington University for a period of ten years, 
from July 2007 to September 2017, her service culminating as Director of Community Relations; 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Waddell was an invaluable resource for members of the Foggy Bottom and West End 
communities on matters of critical importance in University-neighborhood relations during that time; 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Waddell performed her job with the highest degree of professionalism, maintaining an 
approachable posture toward all community members; 
 
WHEREAS, her efforts were invaluable to addressing quality-of-life issues in the community – those 
efforts being pivotal to the reconciliation of the University’s large presence in the neighborhood with 
the interests of permanent residents; 

 
WHEREAS, Ms. Waddell worked a considerable amount of time outside of regular work hours, to 
include nights, weekends, and special events – in furtherance of the duties of her position; 
 
WHEREAS, this entailed attending virtually every ANC 2A meeting for most of her tenure, many of 
which she assisted in facilitating by securing meeting space at GW for the Commission; 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Waddell spent a significant amount of time attending meetings of other community 
groups, and made University administrators available to attend many of them; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, in recognition of Britany J. Waddell’s tremendous 
contributions over a period of ten years to the Foggy Bottom and West End communities  – particularly 
in the area of University-community relations – that ANC 2A hereby extends to her its grateful 
appreciation and also conveys its best wishes for the years to come.    

 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairman 
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

September 29, 2017 
 
Mr. Anthony Hood 
Chairman 
Zoning Commission 
441 4th Street NW, Suite 200S 
Washington, DC 20001 
zcsubmissions@dc.gov  
 

RE: ZC Applications by the George Washington University and Boston 
Properties for a Campus Plan Amendment, Map Amendment, and Second 
Stage PUD at 2100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW (ZC #06-11O and ZC #06-12O) 

 
Dear Chairman Hood, 
 
At its regular meeting on September 19, 2017, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With six of 
eight commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the Commission 
voted unanimously (6-0-0*), after a motion made by Commissioner Smith and seconded 
by Commissioner Zhurbinskiy, to adopt the following resolution: 
 

ANC 2A is generally supportive of the project as presented. In particular, the 
Commission expresses its appreciation for what it considers to be a significant 
improvement in urban design with the new edifice in relation to the structure that 
presently occupies the site. Furthermore, ANC 2A credits the retail design and the 
tenants likely to be attracted for the spaces envisioned as being a significant 
potential benefit for the community.  

 
Finally, the Commission supports the public benefits identified by the developer, 
finding that their summed value is commensurate with the zoning relief sought 
and that the specific benefits identified would represent a meaningful package of 
improvements to a variety of community organizations. The Commission 
particularly appreciates the emphasis on improvements to parkland and public 
spaces both in the immediate vicinity of the project, and throughout the wider 
neighborhood. 

 
The Commission makes its support for the project contingent, however, on the 
George Washington University identifying and fully accounting for where 
administrative uses displaced from the current Rice Hall building will be 
accommodated. The ANC is concerned that dispersal of these functions might 
reduce the amount of space otherwise devoted to academic or student-serving 
purposes, and believes that the primary function of development flexibility 
granted to the University under its current Campus Plan should be to 
accommodate its direct academic mission. The Commission seeks assurances 
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from the University on this basis that the dislocation of tenants from Rice Hall 
will not adversely impact academic and student life uses.  

 
Furthermore, since the object of the 20-year Campus Plan was to create a 
transparent, reliable plan for the University’s development over the term of the 
Plan, the ANC is concerned that the re-designation of the Rice Hall parcel from 
“Academic/Administrative” use to “Commercial/Investment” not be precedent-
setting as far as encouraging additional re-designations beyond what was 
envisioned in the Plan. This is especially of concern as it relates to the re-
designation of parcels to investment use from other functions more directly 
related to the University’s core mission. 

 
Lastly, although the Commission does not make its support contingent on this 
factor – it strongly requests that the University and Boston Properties work to 
facilitate the relocation of the small, neighborhood-serving business tenants in the 
present 2100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW building to similarly-sized and similarly-
priced retail spaces in the vicinity. The Commission encourages the University to 
creatively utilize its real estate portfolio to accomplish this end. 

 
The Commission expresses its disappointment that the affordable, small business 
tenants displaced to make way for the 2112 Pennsylvania Avenue NW project on 
the adjacent parcel were either not able to reopen elsewhere in the community or 
were generally forced to move farther from the core campus area. The ANC is 
concerned that this trend, in place for several decades and contributed to by 
numerous office/institutional developers on the Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
corridor, has resulted in a street bereft of any activity outside of weekday business 
hours. While the Commission credits Boston Properties’ design and track record 
as being likely to improve the retail environment on this particular block, it still 
seeks a tenant mix that respects the neighborhood’s unique retail needs and that 
maintains some of the services that have long been provided by the tenants 
presently located on the parcel. 

 
Commissioners William Kennedy Smith (2A04@anc.dc.gov), Detrick Campbell 
(2A07@anc.dc.gov), and Patrick Kennedy (2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s 
representatives in this matter.  
 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson 
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CC: David Avitabile, Counsel for the Applicants 
 Jake Stroman, Vice President of Development, Boston Properties 
 Alicia Knight, Senior Associate Vice President for Operations, GW 
 Renee McPhatter, Office of Government and Community Relations, GW 
 
* Commissioner Florence Harmon recused herself from voting on this matter. 
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 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

September 27, 2017 
 
Mr. Matthew Marcou 
Chair, Public Space Committee 
District Department of Transportation 
1100 4th Street SW, Third Floor 
Washington, DC 20004 
PublicSpace.Committee@dc.gov 
 

RE: Public Space Application by the Fairmont Hotel for a New, Un-Enclosed 
Sidewalk Café at 2401 M Street NW (DDOT #10431412) 

 
Dear Chair Marcou, 
 
At its regular meeting on September 19, 2017, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With six of 
eight commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the Commission 
voted unanimously (6-0-0), after a motion made by Commissioner Coder and seconded 
by Commissioner Smith, to adopt the following resolution: 
 

ANC 2A supports the Fairmont Hotel’s public space application for a new, un-
enclosed sidewalk café at 2401 M Street NW. 
 
The Commission strongly suggests that the hotel plants three new trees in the 
neighborhood in order to compensate for the loss of three trees in the garden area 
where the hotel plans to place the sidewalk café. The Commission further 
encourages the hotel to use planters as part of the sidewalk café. 

 
Commissioners Rebecca Coder (2A02@anc.dc.gov) and Patrick Kennedy 
(2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter.  
 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson 
 
CC: Jim Landau, Director, MetLife Real Estate 
 Diana Bulger, Area Director of Public Relations, The Fairmont Washington, D.C. 
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September 27, 2017 
 
Mr. Matthew Marcou 
Chair, Public Space Committee 
District Department of Transportation 
1100 4th Street SW, Third Floor 
Washington, DC 20004 
PublicSpace.Committee@dc.gov 
 

RE: Public Space Application by Nobu for a New Valet Staging Zone at 2525 
M Street NW (DDOT #10458654) 

 
Dear Chair Marcou, 
 
At its regular meeting on September 19, 2017, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With six of 
eight commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the Commission 
voted unanimously (6-0-0), after a motion made by Commissioner Coder and seconded 
by Commissioner Smith, to support Nobu’s public space application for a new valet 
staging zone at 2525 M Street NW. 
 
Commissioners Rebecca Coder (2A06@anc.dc.gov) and Patrick Kennedy 
(2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter.  
 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson 
 
CC: Christopher Bystryk, Representative for the Applicant 
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

September 27, 2017 
 
Mr. Matthew Marcou 
Chair, Public Space Committee 
District Department of Transportation 
1100 4th Street SW, Third Floor 
Washington, DC 20004 
PublicSpace.Committee@dc.gov 
 

RE: Public Space Application by GW for the Continuation of the Placement 
of 36 “No Smoking” Signs Across the University’s Foggy Bottom Campus 
(DDOT #219372) 

 
Dear Chair Marcou, 
 
At its regular meeting on September 19, 2017, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With six of 
eight commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the Commission 
voted unanimously (6-0-0), after a motion made by Commissioner Kennedy and 
seconded by Commissioner Zhurbinskiy, to support the George Washington University’s 
(GW) public space application to continue the placement of 36 “No Smoking” signs 
across the university’s Foggy Bottom campus. 
 
Commissioners Eve Zhurbinskiy (2A08@anc.dc.gov) and Patrick Kennedy 
(2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter.  
 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson 
 
CC: Susi Cora, Director of Campus Planning, GW 
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September 29, 2017 
 
Mr. Sam Zimbabwe 
Chief Project Delivery Officer 
District Department of Transportation 
55 M Street SE, Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20003  
sam.zimbabwe@dc.gov 
 

RE: DDOT’s Downtown West Transportation Planning Study 
 
Dear Mr. Zimbabwe, 
 
At its regular meeting on September 19, 2017, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With six of 
eight commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the Commission 
voted unanimously (6-0-0), after a motion made by Commissioner Kennedy and 
seconded by Commissioner Coder, to adopt the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) proposes a 
contraflow bus lane on H Street NW between Pennsylvania Avenue and New 
York Avenue, and protected bike lanes on Pennsylvania Avenue NW between 
17th Street and Washington Circle, 

 
WHEREAS, 20% of bus trips in Downtown DC are along H Street and I Street 
NW, and this project would dramatically speed up these trips and trips throughout 
the District of Columbia, 

 
WHEREAS, the increased speed of these bus trips will result in the same amount 
of bus service with fewer service hours, allowing DDOT to further expand bus 
service with the reinvestment of these saved service hours, and 

 
WHEREAS, ANC 2A recognizes that there are concerns from local businesses 
and hotels along H Street regarding the impact that the proposed contraflow bus 
lane would have on their loading, ingress, and egress activities. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2A takes the following positions 
with respect to the Downtown West Transportation Planning Study: 

 
1. The Commission supports the improvements envisioned for Pennsylvania 

Avenue NW, in particular the pedestrian and bicycle amenities envisioned. 
It encourages DDOT to work through the design process to further refine 
concepts for curbside space management, particularly with a view to 
accommodating short-term vehicular loading and unloading needs safely 
and efficiently where needed along the corridor. 



 

2020 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. #293 • Washington, DC 20006 • www.anc2a.org 
 

 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

 
2. During the construction phase of this project, when substantial portions of 

the roadway will be disrupted for rebuilding, ANC 2A encourages DDOT 
to pilot traffic pattern changes in the vicinity of Murrow Park in order to 
evaluate the feasibility of closing Pennsylvania Avenue through the park 
between 18th Street and 19th Street NW on a longer-term basis – a 
possibility envisioned previously in a study of this corridor conducted by 
the Golden Triangle Business Improvement District. 

 
The Commission sees merit in simplifying the light cycle and turning 
movements at the intersection of 19th Street, H Street, and Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW in order to give more time to vehicles proceeding eastbound 
onto H Street NW from Pennsylvania Avenue, a movement which is now 
one of the predominant west-to-east vehicular travel patterns in the 
District since the closure of Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the White 
House. 

 
The Commission believes that simplifying the turning movements here 
could potentially create a safer intersection for all users while establishing 
a more inviting public space in the neighborhood – at the same time that 
travel times would be improved for the majority of users traversing the 
intersection. The Commission further believes that those trips that would 
need to be altered based on the closure can be accommodated via available 
capacity on the southern leg of H Street NW in the 1800 block and on 
other surface streets in the vicinity. 

 
3. ANC 2A recognizes the potential of the contraflow bus lane concept on H 

Street NW to speed travel times for transit users along the corridor. 
However, the Commission has serious concerns regarding the impacts on 
ingress, egress, and loading for affected property interests on the H Street 
corridor. The Commission encourages DDOT to continue intensive 
outreach efforts with affected property interests and explore creative 
solutions in order to mitigate adverse impacts that irregular operation 
might cause for loading and building ingress and egress. The Commission 
looks forward to hearing from DDOT about its efforts to work with 
affected property interests to mitigate these impacts. 

 
Above all else, the Commission supports the creation of a bus lane to serve the 
bus riders traversing this corridor, and on that basis, we encourage DDOT to re-
consider the feasibility of placing a more traditional bus lane on I Street NW if 
proceeding with the contraflow lane on H Street NW proves infeasible. 

 
Commissioner Patrick Kennedy (2A01@anc.dc.gov) is the Commission’s representative 
in this matter.  
 



 

2020 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. #293 • Washington, DC 20006 • www.anc2a.org 
 

 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson 
 
CC: Megan Kanagy, Transportation Planner, DDOT 

Aaron Rhones, Systems Project Manager, DDOT 
 Richard Livingstone, Mayor’s Office of Community Relations and Services 
 David Suls, Director, Planning & Economic Development, Golden Triangle BID 
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September 27, 2017 
 
Mr. Sam Zimbabwe 
Chief Project Delivery Officer 
District Department of Transportation 
55 M Street SE, Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20003  
sam.zimbabwe@dc.gov 
 

RE: DDOT’s Draft 2017 DC Circulator Transit Development Plan 
 
Dear Mr. Zimbabwe, 
 
At its regular meeting on September 19, 2017, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With six of 
eight commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the Commission 
voted unanimously (6-0-0), after a motion made by Commissioner Kennedy and 
seconded by Commissioner Smith, to adopt the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) has released the 
draft 2017 DC Circulator Transit Development Plan in order to guide the strategic 
priorities of the DC Circulator system in the coming years. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2A supports DDOT’s proposal to 
extend the current Rosslyn-Dupont Circle route to Howard University by way of 
U Street, as this proposed route would provide a one-seat ride along a major 
underserved travel corridor in the District. Furthermore, it would enhance 
mobility for residents, workers, and visitors in ANC 2A – particularly those in the 
West End that live directly on the existing route. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC 2A encourages the Mayor and the DC 
Council to fund bus purchases in order to enable DDOT to grow the DC 
Circulator fleet sufficiently in order to provide for the reliable operation of this 
extension. Specifically, the District should consider utilizing funds obtained 
through the Volkswagen emissions settlement in order to purchase electric buses 
to meet all or part of this need. 

 
Commissioner Patrick Kennedy (2A01@anc.dc.gov) is the Commission’s representative 
in this matter.  
 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 
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Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson 
 
CC: Sean Egan, Deputy Associate Director for Transit Operations, DDOT 
 Circe Torruellas, Senior Transportation Planner, DDOT 

Aaron Rhones, Systems Project Manager, DDOT 
 Richard Livingstone, Mayor’s Office of Community Relations and Services 
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September 26, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jack Evans 
Chairman, Board of Directors 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
600 Fifth Street NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
JEvans@dccouncil.us 
 

RE: Introducing Enhanced H1 Metrobus Service for FY 2018 
 
Dear Chairman Evans, 
 
At its regular meeting on September 19, 2017, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With six of 
eight commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the Commission 
voted unanimously (6-0-0), after a motion made by Commissioner Kennedy and 
seconded by Commissioner Coder, to adopt the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (“WMATA”) 
has scheduled a public hearing on September 26, 2017 in order to take public 
comment regarding a number of suggested bus service changes, including service 
enhancements to the H1 Metrobus route, 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed enhancements result from a Metrobus line study 
undertaken by WMATA and the District Department of Transportation 
(“DDOT”) in 2013, 
 
WHEREAS, the H1 Metrobus currently runs between Potomac Park (Foggy 
Bottom) and the Brookland-CUA Metro station during morning and evening rush 
hours in the peak direction (i.e., toward Potomac Park in the AM rush and toward 
Brookland in the PM rush)1, 
 
WHEREAS, the service enhancement recommended in 20132 would “convert the 
current H1 service into an all-day, bi-directional service” (p. 7 of PDF) consisting 
of the following service elements: 
 

1. The addition of northbound AM peak trips running at a 15-minute 
headway (6AM to 9 AM). The current AM peak southbound trips would 

                                                             
1 “Timetable, H1: Brookland-Potomac Park Line.” Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority. 
Retrieved 7/11/17 at: https://www.wmata.com/schedules/timetables/upload/h1.pdf.  
2 “Service Evaluation Study, Final Recommendations: Metrobus Routes H1; H2, 3, 4; H8, 9.” Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority and District Department of Transportation, October 2013. Retrieved 
7/11/17 at: http://www.metrobus-
studies.com/H%20Lines/H%20Lines,%20Final%20Recommendations.pdf. 
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be modified such that there is a consistent 15-minute headway in both 
directions throughout the AM peak.  

2. Midday (9AM to 3 PM) bi-directional service running every 30 minutes.  
3. The addition of southbound PM peak trips running at a 15-minute 

headway (3 PM to 7 PM). The current PM peak northbound service would 
also be modified to run every 15 minutes throughout the PM peak.  

4. Evening (7 PM to 10 PM) bi-directional service running every 30 minutes. 
 
WHEREAS, a full-time, weekday line along this corridor would fill a gap in 
existing transit service between the Foggy Bottom and Dupont Circle 
neighborhoods – both of which are densely-populated employment centers 
adjacent to the western portion of the Central Business District and are home to 
nationally and regionally significant cultural and educational amenities, 
 
WHEREAS, this line would also provide a direct connection where none 
currently exists between Foggy Bottom and the densely-populated Columbia 
Heights neighborhood, which has evolved into a major retail destination for area 
residents within the past ten years, 
 
WHEREAS, full-time service on this line would enable our residents – 
particularly seniors and those with chronic medical conditions – to access medical 
services provided in or adjacent to the campus of Washington Hospital Center, 
which is ill-served by existing transit connections from the neighborhood but 
which would be served directly from this line, 
 
WHEREAS, according to figures from a March 2013 H Line Productivity 
Report3, the current H1 service is by far the most productive of this line series, as 
measured in the following distinctions: 
 

• Highest Cost Recovery from Fares (37.19%, more than 2.5 times the 
WMATA standard and over 7% greater than the next-highest mark – for 
Saturday H2/H3/H4 trips) (p. 33 of PDF) 

• Most Boardings Per Trip (43.9, more than 4.5 times the WMATA standard 
and 14.8 boardings more than the next-highest mark – for weekday 
H2/H3/H4 trips) (p. 33 of PDF) 

• Lowest Subsidy per Passenger ($2.03, nearly one-third of the WMATA 
standard and $0.19 lower than the next-closest mark – for Saturday 
H2/H3/H4 trips) (p. 34 of PDF) 

• Most Boardings per Revenue Mile (6.9, nearly seven times the WMATA 
standard and 2.4 greater than the next-closest mark – for weekday H8/H9 
trips) (p. 34 of PDF) 

                                                             
3 “Metrobus Service Evaluation Study, Transit Service Assessment: Metrobus Routes H1; H2, 3, 4; H8, 9.” 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority. October 2013. Retrieved 7/11/17 from: 
http://www.metrobus-
studies.com/H%20Lines/H%20Lines,%20TM1,%20Transit%20Service%20Assessment.pdf  
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WHEREAS, implementing this recommendation fulfills two of the four broader 
recommendations from the 2013 study, including to “provide a direct, all day, 
two-way connection to downtown Washington from the H Lines’ service area.” 
and 
  
WHEREAS, the public hearing docket proposal costs out weekday midday 
service as a $620,000 annual expenditure, and two-way service during rush hours 
as a $221,000 annual expenditure. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2A encourages WMATA to adopt 
both two-way rush-hour service and weekday midday service on this route as 
envisioned in the 2013 study – effective in June 2018 – on the basis of the route’s 
exceptional productivity and the other factors articulated previously. 

 
Commissioner Patrick Kennedy (2A01@anc.dc.gov) is the Commission’s representative 
in this matter and is authorized to deliver testimony in furtherance of the position stated 
in this resolution. 
 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson 
 
CC: Jim Hamre, Metrobus Planning, Scheduling and Customer Facilities, WMATA 

Regina Sullivan, Office of Government Relations and Policy, WMATA 
Ann Chisholm, Office of Government Relations and Policy, WMATA 
Steve Strauss, Progressive Transportation Services Administration, DDOT 
Raka Choudhury, Citywide Transportation Planner, DDOT 
Jacob Kohn, General Counsel, Councilmember Jack Evans’ Office 
 
 

 
 


