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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

  

Regular Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, June 15th, 2016; 7:00 p.m. 

GWU’s School of Media and Public Affairs, Room 309 – 805 21st Street NW 

 

Call to Order 
 

Chair Patrick Kennedy (01) called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm. Commissioners Rebecca 

Coder (02), William Kennedy Smith (04). Philip Schrefer (05), Florence Harmon (06), and Eve 

Zhurbinskiy (08) were present. Commissioner John Williams (03) arrived at 7:40 pm. 

 

Chair Kennedy made a motion to adopt the agenda. Commissioner Schrefer seconded the 

motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0). 

 

Community Forum 
 

Report from the Metropolitan Police Department’s PSA 207 

 

Captain David Sledge, a representative for the Metropolitan Police Department’s (MPD) Second 

District, introduced Lieutenant Edward Aragona, the new Lieutenant for MPD’s Police Service 

Area (PSA) 207. Captain Sledge then went over the recent crime statistics for the neighborhood, 

which included several recent violent crimes. 

 

Commissioner Harmon said that she looks forward to working with Lieutenant Aragona on 

Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration (ABRA) matters that affect the neighborhood. 

 

Marina Streznewski, the President of the Foggy Bottom Association, asked what local residents 

should do to protect themselves from robberies and break-ins. Lieutenant Aragona said that 

residents should call MPD if they see anything suspicious. 

 

Commissioner Schrefer made a motion to have the ANC work with MPD to review the crime 

map data for ANC 2A on an annual basis. Commissioner Coder seconded the motion, which was 

adopted by unanimous consent. 

 

General Agenda 
 

Presentation by Chris Geldart, Director of the DC Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management Agency, Regarding the Mayor’s Special Event Task Force Group’s Special Event 

Application Process 

 

Chris Geldart, the Director of the DC Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency 

(HSEMA), was present. He said that the Mayor’s Special Event Task Force Group is part of 

HSEMA. He added that the task force handles small and large events that involve street closures, 

including the large events that close down Pennsylvania Avenue NW. 

 

Mr. Geldart gave an overview of the special event application process, including how the ANCs 

are involved in the process. He said that, as part of the application process, the task force asks 
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event organizers to reach out to the ANCs to give presentations on their events, and for the 

ANCs to send their concerns regarding individual events to the task force. 

 

Commissioner Harmon said that she feels as though the Foggy Bottom and West End 

neighborhoods receive more special event applications than any other neighborhood in the city. 

She said that she does not want to be the individual to arbitrate and to decide which events are 

more worthy than others. She added that she wants HSEMA to do more long-term planning on 

how to best manage the large amount of special events that are held in certain neighborhoods. 

 

Commissioner Smith asked if HSEMA had any metrics regarding the number of events that are 

being held and the locations at which the events are being held. He said that those metrics could 

help HSEMA carry out master planning regarding the number of events that the city holds each 

year. He said that the city needs to set an agreeable limit on the number of events held each year. 

In response, Mr. Geldart said that they could look up the event permits going back one year in 

order to determine the amount of events that ANC 2A has held in the past year. 

 

Commissioner Smith asked how the neighborhood should respond to any threats that may arise 

in response to the recent attacks in Orlando. Mr. Geldart said that local residents should call 

MPD if they see anything suspicious. He added that residents should also know what the ingress 

and egress locations are for places that residents are entering. 

 

Commissioner Williams asked if the task force had deadlines for applying for special event 

permits. Mr. Geldart said that, in most cases, event organizers have to apply for permits at least 

six months in advance of the event date for any events that shut down roads. Tanya Mitchell, the 

Division Director of the Special Events Directorate at HSEMA, added that for the Department of 

Consumer and Regulatory Affairs’ (DCRA) event permitting process, event organizers have to 

apply at least thirty days in advance. She added that organizers could pay also pay a fine and 

then apply less than thirty days in advance. 

 

Mr. Geldart said that DCRA and MPD are legally the only agencies that can give or deny special 

event permits. 

 

Sara Maddux, a local resident, said that the special events held in the Foggy Bottom and West 

End neighborhoods have significantly diminished local residents’ quality of life. She said that the 

closed roads that result from the events have significantly reduced vehicular access to local 

apartments and to people who are traveling to church on Sundays. Mr. Geldart said that he would 

take the feedback back to the task force and to DCRA and MPD. He said that the task force 

could work more closely with the neighborhood to plan small route changes and add route 

crossing points for individual events in order to improve residents’ quality of life. 

 

Richard Livingstone, the Assistant Director of Community Relations at the George Washington 

University (GW), asked if the task force could modernize the application process for festivals. 

He added that the process for obtaining permits for GW’s outdoor festivals is very burdensome. 

Ms. Mitchell said that the festival permitting process is handled solely by DCRA and not by the 

task force. She said that she could take Mr. Livingstone’s comments about that process back to 

DCRA. She added that the task force is also looking at modernizing its own application process, 

including looking at how other cities handle their own event permitting processes. 
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Commissioner Williams asked what would happen if the ANC decided to oppose a special event 

application altogether. Mr. Geldart said that ANCs usually do not oppose a special event 

application altogether, and that they instead offer constructive feedback on changes that could be 

made to lessen an event’s impact on the neighborhood. 

 

Presentation by Christopher Shorter, Director of the DC Department of Public Works 

 

Christopher Shorter, the Director of the DC Department of Public Works (DPW), was present. 

He said that DPW is one of the primary municipal services agencies in DC, and that they provide 

street sweeping, trash collection, parking enforcement, public trash can emptying, and many 

other services for DC. 

 

Mr. Shorter said, for individuals who signed up to be excepted from DC’s law regarding 

sidewalk shoveling, that the exception is an annual exception, and that residents will have to re-

sign up for the exception this year. He added that sidewalk shoveling volunteers also have to re-

sign up to volunteer each year. 

 

Mr. Shorter said that, for residents over the age of 65, they can sign up for a program where trash 

collectors will bring trash and recycling bins right to their front door after the bins have been 

emptied. He said that DPW also recently began a graffiti wipe-out program as part of National 

Public Works Week. He added that DPW also recently launched the Murals DC program to pay 

local artists to paint murals. He said that DPW will be carrying out the Murals DC program again 

next year in conjunction with the DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities. 

 

Commissioner Smith gave an overview of the issues that the ANC recently had to address at the 

Rock Creek Valero station. He made a request for additional parking enforcement from DPW. 

Mr. Shorter said that he will take note of the issues and will have DPW send out parking 

enforcement staff during the next morning to check on the location. 

 

Ms. Streznewski asked about the placement of public trash cans in residential neighborhoods. 

She said that she had requested for a trash can to be placed at the corner of 25th Street and I 

Street NW but was told that one could not be installed at the site because the site is in a 

residential neighborhood. Mr. Shorter said that DPW would take note of the matter and would 

look into it. He said that the problem with public trash cans being placed in residential 

neighborhoods is that the cans are emptied between 10 pm and 6 am at night and thus DPW does 

not want to bring the noise created by emptying the cans into residential neighborhoods. 

 

Community Forum (Continued) 
 

Report from the Executive Office of the Mayor 

 

Eva Lewis, a Ward 2 representative for the Mayor’s Office of Community Relations and 

Services (MOCRS), provided updates regarding upcoming events being organized by the 

Mayor’s Office. 

 

Commissioner Updates 
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Chair Kennedy said that the ANC’s negotiations with the St. Gregory Hotel regarding the hotel’s 

alcoholic beverage license renewal have been productive, and that the ANC is hoping to come to 

an agreement with the hotel soon. 

 

Chair Kennedy said that Commissioner Zhurbinskiy and himself had attended the District 

Department of Transportation’s (DDOT) recent public meeting regarding DDOT’s Downtown 

West Transportation Planning Study. He gave an overview of some of the ideas that DDOT is 

proposing as part of the study. He said that more updates regarding the study would be provided 

at future ANC meetings. 

 

Commissioner Schrefer said that the concrete foundations for the new traffic signals at Virginia 

Avenue and G Street NW have been installed. 

 

Commissioner Smith said that he had attended the recent opening event for the Watergate Hotel. 

He added that the hotel’s interior looks great. 

 

Updates Regarding the Washington Gas Meters in the Foggy Bottom Historic District 

 

Chair Kennedy said that Sherri Kimbel, the Director of Constituent Services for Councilmember 

Jack Evans, has been working hard to resolve local residents’ concerns regarding the recent 

placement of Washington Gas meters in the Foggy Bottom Historic District. Commissioner 

Williams added that Washington Gas contractors have returned to Snows Court NW to start 

installing more attractive bollards to replace the unattractive ones that had been previously 

installed. 

 

Mr. Streznewski said that the biggest concern among local residents has been the lack of 

communication from Washington Gas and its contractors. 

 

Commissioner Williams said that the ANC should consider requesting that the DC Council 

change the regulations that give utilities unfettered access for construction activities in the 

historic district. 

 

Announcements and Public Comments 

 

Ms. Streznewski said that Paul Wiedefeld, the General Manager of the Washington Metropolitan 

Area Transit Authority (WMATA) and Councilmember Evans, the Board Chair of WMATA, 

will be the featured speakers for the Foggy Bottom Association’s (FBA) June meeting. 

 

Adam Graubart, a GW student and a representative for the Campaign for DC Paid Family Leave, 

said that he believes that the Universal Paid Leave Act of 2015, which is currently being 

considered by the DC Council, would benefit both employees and employers. 

 

General Agenda (Continued) 
 

Presentation by Susan Haight, President of the West End Library Friends, Regarding Updates for 

the Opening of the New West End Library 



Page 5 

 

Susan Haight, the President of the West End Library Friends, was present. She gave a visual 

presentation regarding the West End Library Friends, as well as a thorough overview of the new 

West End Library. 

 

Presentation By and Consideration of a Resolution for the DC Fair Elections Coalition 

Regarding DC's Citizens Fair Elections Act of 2015 

 

Zach Weinstein, a representative for the DC Fair Elections Coalition, was present. He said that 

the coalition was asking for the ANC to vote on a resolution regarding the Citizens Fair Election 

Program Amendment Act of 2015. 

 

Mr. Weinstein talked about the problems with DC’s current campaign finance system. He said 

that DC Council campaigns usually require candidates to raise large amounts of money from 

corporations and wealthy donors. He then gave an overview of the Citizens Fair Election 

Program Amendment Act of 2015. He said that the act would establish a program where 

candidates who forgo receiving donations over $100 would be able to receive public matching 

funds. He said that this program would allow candidates to create more grassroots support 

among DC residents while limiting the influence of big money in local elections. 

 

Mr. Weinstein said that the proposed program was based on a successful program currently in 

place in New York City. He said that New York City’s program has been in place for several 

years, and has led to a significant increase in campaign donations from small donors, low-income 

donors, and people of color. He added that the coalition’s estimate was that, if 80% of DC 

candidates participated in the program, the program would total cost approximately 0.06% of 

DC’s annual budget. 

 

Mr. Weinstein said that the proposed bill has six co-introducers and is currently in front of the 

DC Council’s Committee on the Judiciary. 

 

Commissioner Smith asked what the estimated total cost of the program would be. Mr. 

Weinstein said that, based on an 80% participation rate, the total cost is estimated to be between 

$4 and $5 million annually. 

 

Chair Kennedy said that the ANC would table this matter until the ANC’s July 2016 or 

September 2016 meetings. 

 

Discussion About West End Neighborhood Branding, Including the Possible Hiring of an Artist 

to Create Promotional Materials for the Neighborhood 

 

The Commission did not take any action regarding this matter. 

 

Regulatory Agenda 
 

Application by “Roti Square 54, LLC” (dba Roti Mediterranean Grill) for a New Retailer’s Class 

“C” Restaurant License 
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Michael Strong, the legal counsel for the applicant, was present. He said that the Foggy Bottom 

Roti location was proposing to serve only beer and wine and not hard liquor. He gave an 

overview of the number of seats and the proposed hours of alcoholic beverage sales, service, and 

consumption. He added that Roti’s business concept focuses much more heavily on food than on 

alcoholic beverages. 

 

Commissioner Harmon asked if the applicant was requesting an entertainment endorsement as 

part of the application. Mr. Strong said that the applicant was not. 

 

Commissioner Williams made a motion to support Roti’s application for a new license. 

Commissioner Smith seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0). 

 

Consideration of Several Renewal Applications for Current Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

License Holders 

 

Commissioner Smith said that several Watergate residents who were not involved with the 

public review process when the Watergate Hotel’s original license was granted were now raising 

concerns about the planned hours of alcoholic beverage sales, service and consumption at the 

hotel, and were looking to the hotel’s license renewal process to address those concerns. 

 

Chair Kennedy said that the ANC would further discuss the hotel’s license renewal application at 

the ANC’s July 2016 meeting. 

 

The Commission did not take any action regarding any of the license renewal applications. 

 

Consideration of a Resolution Regarding Sweetgreen’s Public Space Application for a New, Un-

Enclosed Sidewalk Café at 2238 M Street NW 

 

Roshaun Dennis, a representative for Sweetgreen, was present. He said that Sweetgreen’s West 

End location was applying for a sidewalk cafe permit for a sidewalk cafe that has already been 

set up for some time. 

 

Mr. Dennis said that, when Sweetgreen took over the retail space, the previous occupant had set 

up a sidewalk cafe even though they did not have a sidewalk cafe permit. He said that, in 

reviewing the permits for all of their locations, Sweetgreen realized that they needed to submit a 

public space application for their West End location. 

 

Commissioner Coder requested that Sweetgreen limit the sound levels of their outdoor speakers. 

 

Commissioner Harmon made a motion to raise no objection to Sweetgreen’s public space 

application. Commissioner Coder seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed 

(VOTES: 7-0). 

 

Consideration of a Resolution Regarding the Proposed Plan to “Green” Francis Field 
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Commissioner Coder gave a visual presentation regarding the state of Francis Field, including 

the Friends of Francis Field’s efforts to “green” the field. She said that the organization began its 

efforts to green the field ten years ago. 

 

Gary Griffith, a representative for the Friends of Francis Field, was present. He gave a visual 

presentation regarding the history of the field, the problems that the field currently faces, and the 

proposed solutions for greening the field. He said that, as part of their plan to green the field, the 

organization hopes to close off each half of the field in order to plant grass and to allow the grass 

to fully grow. 

 

Mr. Griffith said that, as part of the ongoing construction at 2501 M Street NW and the project 

developer’s related commitment to landscape areas around the field, the organization is hoping 

that the project developer will plant trees around the field’s dog park in addition to the current 

plan to plant trees on the side of the field that is closest to 2501 M Street NW. 

 

Jill Eicher, a staff member at Stanford University and a West End resident, gave a visual 

presentation on the organization’s plans for adding sustainable watering features to the field. 

 

Commissioner Coder said that the Friends of Francis Field will need funding in order to carry out 

their proposed field improvement projects. She gave an overview of the different private and 

public funding sources they have already secured and the other potential sources that they are 

trying to reach out to. 

 

Commissioner Coder said that the School Without Walls at Francis-Field was given an allocation 

of $1 million for the installation of natural turf field as part of DC’s FY 2017 budget. She added 

that school officials did not know if they would be able to use the allocation, and that they would 

like to use the $1 million for other school improvement projects.  

 

Chair Kennedy made a motion for the ANC to support the Friends of Francis Field’s efforts to 

leverage private dollars in order to improve Francis Field. Commissioner Smith seconded the 

motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0). 

 

Consideration of a Resolution Regarding the Proposed Expansion of the DC Circulator’s 

Operating Hours and Service Area as a Result of Metro's SafeTrack Plan 

 

Commissioner Harmon recused herself from voting on this matter. 

 

Chair Kennedy gave an overview of WMATA’s SafeTrack plan, which includes the end of late-

night Metrorail service on weekends at midnight. He said that the DC Circulator could make up 

for the gap in service created by the end of late-night weekend Metrorail service. 

 

Chair Kennedy gave an overview of the ANC’s proposed resolution regarding the expansion of 

the DC Circulator’s operating hours as a result of the SafeTrack plan. 

 

Chair Kennedy made a motion to adopt the proposed resolution. Commissioner Schrefer 

seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 5-0). 

 



Page 8 

Consideration of a Resolution Regarding DCRA’s Proposal to Notify ANCs Whenever an 

Overnight Construction Permit is Applied for in Their Neighborhood 

 

Chair Kennedy said that he wanted to send a resolution of thanks to DCRA for their efforts to 

start sending the ANC notices regarding overnight construction work. 

 

Commissioner Harmon said that the resolution should also request that the DC Council pass 

legislation to codify that DCRA is required to send the ANC notices regarding overnight 

construction work. 

 

Chair Kennedy made a motion to adopt the proposed resolution regarding the matter. 

Commissioner Coder seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0). 

 

Consideration of a Resolution Asking DCRA to Re-Launch the Online Building Permit 

Application Tracking (OBPAT) Program 

 

Commissioner Zhurbinskiy gave an overview of DCRA’s Online Building Permit Application 

Tracking (OBPAT) program database. She said that DCRA had recently removed the database 

from public use. 

 

Commissioner Zhurbinskiy gave an overview of her proposed resolution, which calls on DCRA 

to re-launch the database. She said that other ANCs have also passed similar resolutions. 

 

Commissioner Zhurbinskiy made a motion to adopt her proposed resolution. Commissioner 

Schrefer seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0). 

 

Consideration of a Resolution Regarding DC Council Bill B21-0711 - the “Wage Theft 

Prevention Revision Amendment Act of 2016” as it Pertains to College Student Employees and 

Employees Under the Age of 20 

 

Commissioner Zhurbinskiy gave an overview of current DC regulations which allow for students 

at institutions of higher education in DC to be paid the federal minimum wage and not the higher 

DC minimum wage. She then gave an overview of her proposed resolution, which calls on the 

DC Council to strike the exemption for college students as part of the Wage Theft Prevention 

Revision Amendment Act of 2016. 

 

The Commission tabled this matter until a future ANC meeting. 

 

Announcement of a Special Meeting for the ANC to Discuss DC Council Bill B21-0697 – the 

“Advisory Neighborhood Commissions Omnibus Amendment Act of 2016” 

 

Chair Kennedy announced that the ANC would hold a special meeting on Saturday, June 25th at 

11:00 am in order to discuss the Advisory Neighborhood Commissions Omnibus Amendment 

Act of 2016. 

 

Administrative Agenda 
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Adoption of Past Meeting Minutes 

 

Chair Kennedy made a motion to approve the May 2016 meeting minutes, subject to minor 

technical edits. Commissioner Williams seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed 

(VOTES: 7-0). 

 

Reimbursement to Peter Sacco for the Annual Renewal of the ANC's Website Hosting 

 

Chair Kennedy made a motion to authorize a $149 reimbursement to Peter Sacco for the renewal 

of the ANC's website hosting service. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion, which was 

voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0). 

 

Adjournment 
 

Chair Kennedy adjourned the meeting at 10:34 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Philip Schrefer 

Secretary, ANC 2A05 
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

 

June 24, 2016 

 

Mr. Donovan Anderson 

Chairperson 

Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

2000 14th Street NW, S400 

Washington, DC 20009 

abra.legal@dc.gov 

 

RE: Application by “Roti Square 54, LLC” (dba “Roti Mediterranean 

Grill,” ABRA-102597) for a new Retailer’s Class “C” Restaurant License at 

2221 I Street NW 

 

Dear Chairperson Anderson, 

 

At its regular meeting on June 15, 2016, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 

(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With seven of 

seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 

Commission voted unanimously (7-0-0), after a motion made by Commissioner Williams 

and seconded by Commissioner Smith, to support Roti Mediterranean Grill’s application 

for a new Retailer’s Class “C” Restaurant license at 2221 I Street NW. 

 

Commissioner Patrick Kennedy (2A01@anc.dc.gov) is the Commission’s representative 

in this matter.  

 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 

Chairperson 

 

CC: Michael Strong, Counsel for the Applicant 

mailto:abra.legal@dc.gov
mailto:2A01@anc.dc.gov
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

 

June 28, 2016 

 

Mr. Matthew Marcou 

Chairperson 

DDOT Public Space Committee 

1100 4th Street SW – 3rd Floor 

Washington, DC 20024 

publicspace.committee@dc.gov 

 

RE: Public Space Application by Sweetgreen for a New, Un-Enclosed 

Sidewalk Café at 2238 M Street NW (DDOT #10275291) 

 

Dear Chairperson Marcou, 

 

At its regular meeting on June 15, 2016, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 

(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With seven of 

seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 

Commission voted unanimously (7-0-0), after a motion made by Commissioner Harmon 

and seconded by Commissioner Coder, to raise no objection to Sweetgreen’s public space 

application for a new, un-enclosed sidewalk café at 2238 M Street NW. The Commission 

also requested that Sweetgreen keep the music volume on the establishment’s sidewalk 

cafe to a minimum. 

 

Commissioners Florence Harmon (2A06@anc.dc.gov) and Patrick Kennedy 

(2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter.  

 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 

Chairperson 

 

CC: Roshaun Dennis, Representative for the Applicant 

 

mailto:publicspace.committee@dc.gov
mailto:2A06@anc.dc.gov
mailto:2A01@anc.dc.gov
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 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

July 29, 2016 

 

Keith Anderson 

Director 

Department of Parks and Recreation 

1250 U Street NW 

Washington, DC 20009 

keith.anderson@dc.gov  

 

RE: Support for Improvements to Francis Field with Private Funding 

 

Dear Mr. Anderson, 

 

At its regular meeting on June 15, 2016, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 

(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With seven of 

seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 

Commission voted unanimously to adopt the following resolution, which was introduced 

by Chair Kennedy and seconded by Commissioner Smith, by a vote of (7-0-0): 

 

ANC 2A supports the efforts of the Friends of Francis Field (a DPR Park Partner 

and a community representative of the Commission since 2013) to renovate 

Francis Field at 25th Street NW between M and N Streets with private funds.   

 

The project proposed to the Commission included the following elements:  

 

 Professional architectural assistance in updating the existing landscape 

plan 

 Refurbishment of the central playing field by de-compacting the soil, 

planting grass, and allowing the grass to grow 

 Addition of shade trees and other landscaping elements to the official Dog 

Park that DPR opened on the field on November 27, 2015 

 Coordination of these new landscaping elements with the restoration of the 

south field area now occupied by construction at 2501 M Street NW (ANC 

2A supported the related easement and its associated greenery 

improvements in a resolution sent to DPR on July 22, 2015) 

 A professional study and assessment of green infrastructure improvements 

that might be made to alleviate stormwater runoff and treat it in place 

 A professional study of the possibility of irrigating the field using stored 

stormwater 

 

This program is consistent with the Commission’s objectives for Francis Field, 

which are to provide: 

 

 A green, pleasant, and safe recreation area 

mailto:keith.anderson@dc.gov
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 Athletic field space for school, youth, and community sports 

 Passive space for non-athletic rest and relaxation 

 Provision for the daily needs of community pet owners 

 An environment appropriate for its residential proximity 

 A natural buffer area between Rock Creek Park and urbanization 

 

Commissioners Rebecca Coder (2A02@anc.dc.gov) and Patrick Kennedy 

(2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter.  

 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 

Chairperson 

 

CC: Gary Griffith, Representative, Friends of Francis Field 

mailto:2A02@anc.dc.gov
mailto:2A01@anc.dc.gov


 

2020 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. #293 • Washington, DC 20006 • www.anc2a.org 
 

 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

June 27, 2016 

 

Mr. Leif Dormsjo 

Director 

District Department of Transportation 

55 M Street SE, Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20003 

leif.dormsjo@dc.gov  

 

RE: Proposal by the District Department of Transportation to Extend 

Weekend Late Night Operating Hours on the DC Circulator as a Result of 

Metrorail’s SafeTrack Plan 

 

Dear Mr. Dormsjo, 

 

At its regular meeting on June 15, 2016, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 

(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With seven of 

seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 

Commission voted unanimously to adopt the following resolution, which was introduced 

by Commissioner Kennedy and seconded by Commissioner Schrefer, by a vote of (5-0-

0*): 

 

WHEREAS, the DC Circulator system was launched by the District Department 

of Transportation in 2005 as a public bus service, with the goal of providing 

“affordable, comfortable and efficient service” to DC residents, workers, and 

visitors, 

 

WHEREAS, ANC 2A represents an area that includes three of the Circulator’s 

current six routes: the Georgetown-Union Station route, the Rosslyn-Dupont 

Circle route, and the National Mall route, 

 

WHEREAS, according to the District Department of Transportation, the 

Circulator is now the fourth-largest bus system in the DC region, with the system 

carrying 5.6 million riders in 2013, a 635% increase from the 880,900 riders that 

the system carried during its first year of operations, 

 

WHEREAS, the Circulator’s $1 base charge is significantly less expensive than 

the $1.75 base charge for Metrobus routes, 

 

WHEREAS, the Circulator’s one bus per every 10 minutes scheduling ensures 

that buses arrive on a predictable, easy to understand schedule, 

 

WHEREAS, the Circulator’s distinctive red colors, groups of four seats that face 

each other, SmarTrip readers on payment boxes, and USB charging ports on the 

mailto:leif.dormsjo@dc.gov
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newest fleet of buses bring additional rider comfort features to both regular and 

one-time riders, 

 

WHEREAS, the Circulator’s limited-stop service model allows for riders to reach 

their destinations more quickly than on a local Metrobus route, 

 

WHEREAS, like the Metrorail system, the Circulator’s bus routes are laid out in 

order to connect the central business district and other heavily trafficked areas 

with many of the city’s residential areas, ensuring convenient travel for workers 

who are traveling from their homes to work, visitors who are traveling from their 

hotels to key tourist destinations, and any other DC riders who use the system to 

access retail, residential, and entertainment destinations, 

 

WHEREAS, the Circulator’s routes are laid out in order to complement and to not 

overlap with existing high-frequency Metrobus routes, 

 

WHEREAS, in 2014, the District Department of Transportation created the 

Circulator 10-Year Transit Development Plan, which, among other tasks, called 

for much-needed route extensions on the Georgetown-Union Station route to the 

National Cathedral, on the Union Station-Navy Yard route to the Southwest 

Waterfront, and on the Rosslyn-Dupont Circle route to U Street and Howard 

University, 

 

WHEREAS, ANC 2A has previously passed a resolution that encouraged the 

implementation of the development plan’s recommended Rosslyn-Dupont Circle 

route extension to U Street and Howard University 

 

WHEREAS, existing post-midnight service on the Circulator’s Georgetown-

Union Station, Woodley Park-McPherson Square, and Rosslyn-Dupont Circle 

routes ensures that the patrons to and employees at nightlife destinations in 

Georgetown, Dupont Circle, Adams Morgan, 14th Street, U Street, and other late-

night areas have safe, affordable, and reliable transportation to travel home on, 

reducing the amount of traffic incidents and fatalities from individuals that may 

otherwise travel home via personal vehicle, 

 

WHEREAS, under the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority’s 

(WMATA) SafeTrack plan for Metrorail, closures and prolonged single-tracking 

on multiple lines will lead to a significantly lesser amount of trains traveling 

through DC’s sections of the Metrorail tracks, which will have the potential to 

cause significant waits and overcrowding conditions at some of DC’s Metrorail 

stations, 

 

WHEREAS, the SafeTrack plan has already lead to the immediate end of post-

midnight Metrorail service hours on Friday and Saturday nights, which has the 

potential to increase the amount of traffic incidents and fatalities from individuals 
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traveling home from nightlife destinations in a personal vehicle who would have 

otherwise used Metrorail to travel home, 

 

WHEREAS, the DC Circulator is, based on the previously-stated service features, 

the best-positioned DC transit alternative to close the service gap created by the 

increased delays, overcrowding conditions, and lack of post-midnight service on 

Metrorail resulting from the SafeTrack plan, and 

 

WHEREAS, at Mayor Bowser’s June 2, 2016 press conference on DC’s response 

to the SafeTrack plan, the Mayor announced that the District Department of 

Transportation would be examining the option of extending the Circulator’s 

operating hours to 3:00 am on weekends. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2A heavily encourages the 

District Department of Transportation to extend the DC Circulator’s operating 

hours on all sections of all Circulator routes, with the exception of the National 

Mall route, to a closing time of at least 3:00 am on Friday and Saturday nights in 

order to make up for the Metrorail service gaps resulting from the SafeTrack plan. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC 2A encourages the District 

Department of Transportation to use the rollout of the SafeTrack plan as an 

opportunity to begin implementing the recommendations from the Circulator 10-

Year Transit Development Plan, including the three previously-mentioned route 

extensions. 

 

Commissioner Patrick Kennedy (2A01@anc.dc.gov) is the Commission’s representative 

in this matter.  

 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 

Chairperson 

 

CC: Councilmember Jack Evans, Ward 2 

 Ann Chisholm, Government Relations Officer – DC, WMATA 

 
*Commissioner Florence Harmon recused herself from voting on this matter. 

mailto:2A01@anc.dc.gov
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July 13, 2016 

 

Councilmember Vincent Orange, At-Large 

Chair, Committee on Business, Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 

Council of the District of Columbia 

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite 107 

Washington, DC 20004 

vorange@dccouncil.us  

 

RE: DCRA Public Notice to ANCs for Applications for Overnight 

Construction Permits 

 

Dear Councilmember Orange, 

 

At its regular meeting on June 15, 2016, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 

(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With seven of 

seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 

Commission voted unanimously to adopt the following resolution, which was introduced 

by Commissioner Kennedy and seconded by Commissioner Coder, by a vote of (7-0-0): 

 

WHEREAS, the issuing of overnight construction permits to property developers, 

utility companies, and other related entities has a significant detrimental impact on the 

peace, order, and quiet of the surrounding neighborhoods, in addition to possible 

significant impacts to vehicular and pedestrian travel on adjacent streets and 

sidewalks, 

 

WHEREAS, many DC government agencies, including the Alcoholic Beverage 

Regulation Administration, the Office of Zoning, and DDOT’s Public Space 

Committee, among others, provide affected Advisory Neighborhood Commissions 

with public notice for any applications filed with the respective agency that will have a 

significant impact on individual neighborhoods, 

 

WHEREAS, until recently, the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs has 

never provided public notice to ANCs regarding applications for overnight 

construction permits that are filed with the agency, even though these permits can have 

significant detrimental impacts on the surrounding neighborhoods, 

 

WHEREAS, because the ANCs are not provided with this public notice, they have a 

limited ability to provide feedback to DCRA regarding how individual overnight 

construction permits will impact their neighborhoods, 

 

WHEREAS, DCRA recently started providing public notice to ANCs regarding 

applications for overnight construction permits, even though DC regulations do not 

require the agency to do so, 

 

mailto:vorange@dccouncil.us
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WHEREAS, ANC 2A is concerned that this lack of a legal requirement will threaten 

the long-term future of public notice for overnight construction permits. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2A extends its appreciation to the 

Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs for beginning to provide public 

notice to affected ANCs regarding applications for overnight construction permits. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ANC 2A calls on the DC Council to pass 

legislation that codifies that the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs must 

provide public notice to the ANCs for any applications that are filed for overnight 

construction permits within each individual ANC. 

 

Commissioners Florence Harmon (2A06@anc.dc.gov) and Patrick Kennedy 

(2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter.  

 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 

Chairperson 

 

CC: Melinda Bolling, Director, Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 

Donise Peace, ANC Liaison, Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 

  

mailto:2A06@anc.dc.gov
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June 24, 2016 

 

Ms. Melinda Bolling 

Director 

Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 

1100 4th Street SW 

Washington, DC 20024 

melinda.bolling@dc.gov  

 

RE: Public Access to DCRA’s Online Building Permit Application Tracking 

Database (OBPAT) 

 

Dear Ms. Bolling, 

 

At its regular meeting on June 15, 2016, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 

(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With seven of 

seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 

Commission voted unanimously to adopt the following resolution, which was introduced 

by Commissioner Zhurbinskiy and seconded by Commissioner Schrefer, by a vote of (7-

0-0): 

 

WHEREAS, on February 25, 2016, the Department of Consumer and Regulatory 

Affairs removed public access to its Online Building Permit Application Tracking 

database (widely known by its initials, OBPAT), 

 

WHEREAS, OBPAT was an essential tool for ANCs, journalists, and other citizens to 

obtain information about pending or approved construction permit applications, 

 

WHEREAS, among other benefits, OBPAT: 

 

 Revealed the existence of pending, unapproved applications (unlike DCRA’s 

PIVS database, which lists only issued permits), 

 Provided far more detail than PIVS about the allowable scope of work for 

approved permits, 

 Disclosed the names of the individuals submitting applications as well as the 

names of property owners, 

 Included extensive reviewer notes on various disciplines (such as mechanical, 

electrical, and zoning code compliance), along with the names of the 

responsible DCRA reviewers, and 

 Showed the date on which each application was submitted, unlike PIVS. 

 

WHEREAS, removing public access to OBPAT deprived citizens of information that 

is often crucial in assessing the legality of permits and/or work being performed under 

the supposed authority of a permit, 
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WHEREAS, numerous provisions of the Zoning Regulations in Title 11 of DCMR 

determine the rights of an applicant or permit holder based on the date an application 

was filed, not merely when it was approved, and OBPAT was the only readily 

available resource for obtaining this information, 

 

WHEREAS, DC Official Code § 2-536(a)(8A) and (b) requires the agency to make the 

complete permit file for each application available online, for free, without the need 

for any citizen request, 

 

WHEREAS, the Director of the District’s Office of Open Government pointedly 

declared in a recent opinion letter that DCRA is “woefully out of compliance” with 

this statutory obligation, and 

 

WHEAREAS, in disabling public access to OBPAT, DCRA only worsened its already 

substantial lack of public transparency and accountability. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that ANC 2A calls on the Department of 

Consumer and Regulatory Affairs to immediately restore public access to the Online 

Building Permit Application Tracking database. 

 

Commissioners Eve Zhurbinskiy (2A08@anc.dc.gov) and Patrick Kennedy 

(2A01@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter.  

 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 

Chairperson 

 

CC: Donise Peace, ANC Liaison, Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs 

 Councilmember Vincent Orange, At-Large 
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