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Regular Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, May 20, 2015; 7:00 pm 
GWU Funger Hall Room 103 - 2201 G Street NW 

 
Call to Order 
 
Chair Patrick Kennedy (01) called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. Commissioners Rebecca 
Coder (02), John Williams (03), William Kennedy Smith (04), Philip Schrefer (05), and Florence 
Harmon (06) were present. Commissioner Jackson Carnes (07) arrived at 8:10 pm. 
 
Commissioner Williams made a motion to adopt the agenda. Commissioner Smith seconded the 
motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0). 
 
 
Community Forum 
 
Report from PSA 207 
 
Commander Gresham, the Metropolitan Police Department’s (MPD) Second District 
Commander who is replacing Commander Reese, was present. He distributed his email address 
(melvin.gresham@dc.gov) to attendees. He also talked about his upcoming plans for the Second 
District and gave an overview of the recent crime statistics. 
 
Commendation for Lt. Donald Craig 
 
Commissioner Harmon distributed copies of a resolution she wrote on the matter, which 
commended Lt. Craig for his hard work on behalf of the Foggy Bottom and West End 
neighborhoods. She then read the resolution aloud. 
 
Commissioner Harmon made a motion to adopt the resolution. Commissioner Coder seconded 
the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0). 
 
Report from the Office of Ward 2 Councilmember Jack Evans 
 
Brian McClure, a representative for Councilmember Evans’ office, was present. He said that 
Councilmember Evans had been closely following the situation with the Watergate garage 
collapse. He also said that Councilmember Evans was working with the Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) to find a way to finance the construction of a 
second entrance for the Foggy Bottom Metro station. 
 
Commissioner Schrefer asked whether the inclusion of more funding for the Department of 
Human Services to address the city’s homelessness issues was part of the FY 2016 budget 
discussions. Mr. McClure gave an overview of the proposed budget’s line items that addressed 
homelessness. 
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Commissioner Smith distributed two resolutions he wrote expressing appreciation to 
Councilmember Evans and the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) for their hard 
work and responsiveness to community needs in the wake of the Watergate garage collapse. He 
read the resolutions aloud. 
 
Commissioner Smith made a motion to adopt the resolutions. Commissioner Coder seconded the 
motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0). 
 
Report from Captain Sean Egan, D.C. Fire Department 
 
Commissioner Harmon said that Captain Egan apologized for not being able to make the 
meeting, but that he wanted to thank the community for its warm welcome when the DC Fire and 
EMS Department moved to the West End Fire Station’s temporary site. 
 
Report on the West End Library and Fire Station Projects 
 
Commissioner Coder gave a few updates on the status of both projects. 
 
Discussion of Strategy on Homelessness Issues 
 
Chair Kennedy opened the discussion by saying that the discussion was included in the agenda to 
further the discussion from the Foggy Bottom Association’s meeting on the matter the night 
before. 
 
Marina Streznewski, the President of the Foggy Bottom Association, was present. She gave an 
overview of the discussions from the previous night’s meeting, as well as the commitments that 
Laura Zeilinger, the Director of the DC Department of Human Services (DHS), and the MPD 
officers made during the meeting. 
 
Barbara Kahlow, a neighborhood resident, was present. She asked that the ANC pass a resolution 
to request that DHS issue a contract to remove the biohazards present underneath the K Street 
underpass. 
 
A local resident who used to provide mental health support to the homeless said that some 
homeless individuals in the Foggy Bottom homeless encampments preferred to live in the 
encampments as opposed to moving farther away into a unit provided by the city, and thus the 
local community should consider building housing for the homeless here in Foggy Bottom. 
 
Ms. Streznewski talked about the benefits of permanent supportive housing and an idea that 
Mayor Bowser presented at her annual State of the District address to create smaller buildings to 
house the homeless in every neighborhood of the city. 
 
Commissioner Smith made a motion to encourage the Mayor’s Task Force on Homelessness to 
move forward in properly decontaminating the space underneath the K Street underpass. 
Commissioner Schrefer seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0). 
 
Discussion of Concerns Regarding Construction Noise, Street Closures, and Communication by 
Lincoln Properties Related to its Remodeling of a Building at 24th and N Streets 
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Commissioner Coder gave an overview of the matter, saying that it had already resolved itself. 
 
Commissioner Updates on the Collapse of the Watergate Parking Garage 
 
Commissioner Smith gave an overview of the matter and the community meetings that had 
previously been held to address related concerns. He said that Watergate West was the only 
building in the complex that still did not have access to its below ground garage space, and that 
limited two way traffic had resumed on Virginia Avenue. 
 
Ms. Kahlow reiterated her request to have the DC Department of Consumer and Regulatory 
Affairs (DCRA) release a copy of the “scope of work” that would go over what work DCRA was 
requesting that the contractor for the site perform in order to remedy the situation. Commissioner 
Smith went over what DCRA and the contractor’s roles were going to be moving forward. 
 
Commissioner Carnes arrived at 8:10 pm. 
 
Commissioner Smith read a resolution he wrote aloud, which commemorated the various 
individuals who helped investigate the Watergate garage collapse and alleviate the community’s 
related concerns. Commissioner Smith made a motion to adopt the resolution. Commissioner 
Coder seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0). 
 
Commissioner Smith read a resolution he wrote aloud, which called on DCRA to act in a 
transparent manner as they proceeded forward with oversight of the investigation of and repairs 
to the Watergate garage, and called on DCRA to publicly release the investigative report on the 
collapse. Commissioner Smith made a motion to adopt the resolution. Commissioner Schrefer 
seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0). 
 
Commissioner Updated on the GW Campus Plan Modification Regarding the Corcoran 
 
Chair Kennedy said that, at a recent meeting of the DC Zoning Commission, the commission 
approved the campus plan modification language regarding the Corcoran that was proposed by 
GW. 
 
Report from the Ward 2 Education Network 
 
Chris Sondreal, ANC 2A’s representative to the Ward 2 Education Network, was present. He 
talked about a recent meeting that the network had with Jennifer Niles, DC’s Deputy Mayor for 
Education. 
 
 
Regulatory Agenda 
 
Consideration of a Resolution Regarding Funding Allotted for Renovation Work at the “School 
Without Walls at Francis-Stevens” 
 
Mr. Sondreal talked about the renovations that the school needed and how the $2.5 million 
renovation budget approved for FY 2015 for the school would not cover the needed renovations. 
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He said that the school community was thus requesting additional funding to complete the 
needed renovations. 
 
Commissioner Harmon distributed a resolution she wrote on the matter, which mirrored a 
resolution recently passed by ANC 2B. Mr. Sondreal suggested some minor technical edits to the 
resolution. Commissioner Harmon read the resolution aloud. 
 
Chair Kennedy proposed a friendly amendment to give the Chair the discretion to streamline the 
resolution in order to adapt to evolving renovation details at the school. 
 
Commissioner Harmon made a motion to adopt the resolution. Commissioner Coder seconded 
the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0). 
 
Update and Review of the Commission’s Standing in Various Regulatory Processes Regarding 
the River Inn / DISH 
 
Chair Kennedy provided an update on the ANC’s discussions with the applicant, including 
discussions regarding a proposed settlement agreement for the applicant’s application in front of 
the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Board. He added that the ANC’s case on the matter 
continued to center on the Zoning Administrator's decision. He said that if the ANC settled with 
the applicant on the ABC Board matter, then the ANC might forfeit some of its ability to make a 
case related to the zoning matter currently in front of the of DC Board of Zoning Adjustment 
(BZA). 
 
Commissioner Williams said that he thought that the ANC had negotiated a favorable settlement 
agreement with the applicant. He went over the details and hours included in the proposed 
settlement agreement. 
 
The commissioners discussed the possibilities of either requesting to stay the ABC Board 
hearing or requesting an expedited BZA hearing. Chair Kennedy said that the applicant had 
indicated that it would not agree to a request to stay the ABC Board hearing. 
 
Commissioner Smith said that he was not in favor of a request to stay the ABC Board hearing 
because of the flexibility of both the ANC and the applicant regarding the proposed settlement 
agreement. 
 
Chair Kennedy suggested that the ANC could hold a special ANC meeting at a place closer to 
the hotel to have a more in depth discussion with neighborhood residents regarding the matter. 
 
The ANC took no action on this matter. 
 
Appearance by Ward 2 Councilmember Jack Evans 
 
Ward 2 Councilmember Jack Evans, who was present, thanked former Commissioner Peter 
Sacco for his work on the ANC, and Chair Kennedy and Commissioner Smith for their work 
regarding the Watergate garage collapse. He also said that he had been working with the District 
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Department of Transportation (DDOT) to investigate and address issues related to the traffic 
problems on Washington Circle. 
 
Councilmember Evans gave an overview of the progress that the city had made over the last two 
decades as well as the last year, including an increase in the District’s bond rating. He also talked 
about the need to invest in proven government programs and not ones that were not achieving 
results. 
 
Application by Golden Triangle BID to Install a Temporary “Parklet” in Two Metered Parking 
Spaces (2020 K St., Tracking No. 108350) 
 
Ted Jutras, the Planning Manager for the Golden Triangle Business Improvement District (BID), 
was present. He gave an overview of the BID’s proposal for a temporary parklet in front of 2020 
K Street, which would be 40 feet long and would last from wherever approval was given until 
October. He added that the parklet would provide public space in the commercial area of the 
neighborhood for people to enjoy, and that the adjacent property owner had supported the 
application. 
 
Commissioner Harmon read a resolution that Golden Triangle had submitted aloud. 
 
Commissioner Harmon made a motion to not object to the public space application and to adopt 
the resolution. Commissioner Schrefer seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed 
(VOTES: 7-0). 
 
Consideration of a Resolution in Support of Better Nighttime Illumination of the Duke Ellington 
Park (21st St., M St., and New Hampshire Ave.) 
 
Mr. Jutras gave an overview of the proposal, which would provide uplighting at Duke Ellington 
Park. He said that the Golden Triangle BID would be paying for the installation, which would 
help make the park brighter and safer at night. He said that the BID was asking for the DC 
Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) to provide electrical power to the park in order for 
the installation to move forward. 
 
Commissioner Harmon distributed a resolution she wrote on the matter, which she read aloud. 
 
Commissioner Harmon made a motion to adopt the resolution. Commissioner Coder seconded 
the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 6-0). 
 
Possible Consideration of a Substantial Change Application and Amendment to a Settlement 
Agreement to Permit Later Hours of Operation at “Market of Columbia Plaza” (516 23rd St., 
ABRA-097197)  
 
Multiple representatives from the Columbia Plaza Tenants Association were present. Marilyn 
Reuben, a representative for the association, gave an overview of the association’s recent 
discussions on the matter. She also gave an overview of the applicant’s proposed hours, as well 
as another proposed change to allow the sale of groceries and liquor on Sundays. 
 



Page 6 

Chair Kennedy said that the ANC did not yet have to take any action on the matter since it did 
not currently have any application in front of it. 
 
The ANC took no action on this matter. 
 
 
Administrative Agenda 
 
Election of a New ANC Secretary 
 
Chair Kennedy made a motion to appoint Commissioner Smith as the ANC’s new Secretary. 
Commissioner Smith accepted the nomination. Commissioner Coder seconded the motion, which 
was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0). 
 
Adoption of Past Meeting Minutes 
 
Commissioner Smith made a motion to adopt the February 2015, March 2015, and April 2015 
meeting minutes, subject to minor technical edits. Commissioner Coder seconded the motion, 
which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0). 
 
Approval of the Commission’s Quarterly Report for FY 2015 Q2 
 
Commissioner Carnes made a motion to adopt the FY 2015 Q2 quarterly report. Commissioner 
Coder seconded the motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0). 
 
Consideration of a Request by Commissioner Harmon for a Reimbursal of Expenses Incurred in 
Procuring Plaques to Honor Former Cmdr. Michael Reese of the 2nd District and Lt. Donald 
Craig of PSA 207 
 
Commissioner Smith made a motion to reimburse Commissioner Harmon up to $150 for the 
purchase of a commemoration plaque for Commander Reese. Commissioner Coder seconded the 
motion, which was voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0). 
 
Commissioner Harmon made a motion to authorize expenditures of up to $150 for the purchase 
of a commemoration plaque for Lt. Craig. Commissioner Coder seconded the motion, which was 
voted on and passed (VOTES: 7-0). 
 
Further Consideration of a Proposal to Retain an Executive Director to Perform Administrative 
Duties 
 
The ANC went into an executive session regarding this matter. 
 
Chair Kennedy called the meeting back to order at 10:06 pm. 
 
 
Chair Kennedy adjourned the meeting at 10:06 pm. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
William K. Smith, MD 
Secretary, ANC 2A04 
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June 15, 2015 

At its regular meeting on May 20, 2015, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A (“ANC 2A” or 
“Commission”) voted to adopt the following resolution by a vote of (6-0-0), acting with a quorum of 
six out of seven commissioners present: 
 
 WHEREAS 2nd District Lieutenant Donald Craig served with distinction the District of Columbia 

Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) for over twenty-five years; 
 

WHEREAS Lieutenant Donald Craig served with distinction as MPD Lieutenant of the 2nd 
District for over three years: 

 
WHEREAS Lieutenant Craig defended the interests of the West End and Foggy Bottom 
Communities in numerous ways, including but not limited to, diligently addressing public safety 
concerns through providing MPD staffing and resources for ANC 2A ABRA protests, crime 
investigations, traffic flow and DDOT assistance, community policing meetings, and addressing 
many other concerns raised by West End and Foggy Bottom representatives;  

 
WHEREAS Lieutenant Craig took the initiative to personally contact ANC Commissioners and 
other community representatives on numerous occasions, many times after hours and on 
weekends, to apprise them of information of which they should be aware to address public 
safety matters; 

 
WHEREAS Lieutenant Craig is an exemplary public servant, who served with distinction, 
throughout his tenure at MPD, with principled opinions and a keen sense of the Foggy Bottom 
and West End neighborhood residential perspective; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that in recognition of Lieutenant Donald Craig’s twenty-five 
years of service on MPD, the Commissioner hereby extends to him its grateful appreciation 
and best wishes for the years to come. 

 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson  
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June 27, 2015 
 
Councilmember Jack Evans 
DC Council, Ward 2 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite 106 
Washington, DC 20004 
jackevans@dccouncil.us 
 

RE: Recognition for Councilmember Evans’ support of the Watergate 
community in the aftermath of the Watergate garage collapse 

 
Dear Councilmember Evans, 
 
At its regular meeting on May 15, 2015, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With six of 
eight commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the Commission 
voted to adopt the following resolution, which was introduced by Commissioner Smith, 
by a vote of (6-0-0): 
 

WHEREAS, the collapse of the garage at the Watergate Apartment Complex 
significantly impacted members of the ANC 2A Community, as well as the major 
commuter arteries of Virginia Avenue and Rock Creek Parkway; 

 
WHEREAS, the residents of the Watergate Complex suffered property damage 
and were denied access to transportation, parking, trash collection, mail and other 
services for a significant period of time; 

 
WHEREAS, the District response to the collapse called for a combination of 
quick action, flexibility and response to community concerns; 

 
WHEREAS, under an initiative proposed by Councilmember Jack Evans and 
implemented through the authority of Mayor Muriel Bowser, a team of DDOT 
professionals rapidly created and implemented a community response plan that 
included reserved parking areas for residents directly impacted by the collapse 
and worked overtime to establish the necessary street signage and to distribute 
placards to affected residents; 

 
WHEREAS, Councilmember Evans, his community liaison Sherry Kimbel and 
members of Mayor Bowser’s staff helped facilitate communication between ANC 
members and District Agencies and participated in an after-hours briefing to 
community residents on District response activities; 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that ANC 2A extends its grateful 
appreciation to Councilmember Evans, Mayor Bowser and their staff in 

mailto:jackevans@dccouncil.us
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recognition of their dedicated, resourceful and responsive service to the 
community needs in the time of crisis. 

 
Commissioners Patrick Kennedy (Patrick.Kennedy@anc.dc.gov) and William Kennedy 
Smith (2A04@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter. 
 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson 
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June 27, 2015 
 
Leif Dormsjo 
Director 
District of Columbia Department of Transportation 
55 M Street, S.E. Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20003 
Leif.Dormsjo@dc.gov 
 

RE: Recognition for DDOT’s support of the Watergate community in the 
aftermath of the Watergate garage collapse 

 
Dear Director Dormsjo, 
 
At its regular meeting on May 15, 2015, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With six of 
seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 
Commission voted to adopt the following resolution, which was introduced by 
Commissioner Smith, by a vote of (6-0-0): 
 

WHEREAS, the collapse of the garage at the Watergate Apartment Complex 
significantly impacted traffic flow in and around the Watergate, including the 
major commuter arteries of Virginia Avenue and Rock Creek Parkway; 

 
WHEREAS, hundreds of residents of Watergate East and Watergate West were 
denied access to parking facilities for a significant period of time; 

 
WHEREAS, the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) response to the 
collapse called for a combination of quick action, flexibility and response to 
community concerns; 

 
WHEREAS, under an initiative proposed by Councilman Jack Evans and 
implemented through the authority of Mayor Muriel Bowser, a team of DDOT 
professionals, led by Deputy Associate Director Mathew Marcou, rapidly created 
and implemented a response plan that designated reserved parking areas for 
residents directly impacted by the collapse and worked overtime to establish the 
necessary street signage and to distribute placards to affected residents; 

 
WHEREAS, DDOT Deputy Director Greer Gillis made herself and her team 
available on short notice for an after-hours briefing to community residents on 
DDOT response activities; 

 
WHEREAS, DDOT Chief of Traffic Signals, Safety, Standards and ITS James 
Cheeks Jr. participated in that briefing and maintained an active dialogue with 

mailto:Leif.Dormsjo@dc.gov
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ANC members following it to ensure that DDOT response efforts remained 
responsive to community concerns; 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that ANC 2A extends its grateful 
appreciation to DDOT, to those professionals named above and others at the 
Department not named, in recognition of their dedicated, resourceful and 
responsive service to the community and the District in the time of crisis. 

 
Commissioners Patrick Kennedy (Patrick.Kennedy@anc.dc.gov) and William Kennedy 
Smith (2A04@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter. 
 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson 
 

mailto:Patrick.Kennedy@anc.dc.gov
mailto:2A04@anc.dc.gov
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June 27, 2015 
 
Mayor Muriel Bowser 
Government of the District of Columbia 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20004 
eom@dc.gov 
 

RE: Recognition for Mayor Bowser’s support of the Watergate community 
in the aftermath of the Watergate garage collapse 

 
Dear Mayor Bowser, 
 
At its regular meeting on May 15, 2015, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With six of 
eight commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the Commission 
voted to adopt the following resolution, which was introduced by Commissioner Smith, 
by a vote of (6-0-0): 
 

WHEREAS, the collapse of the garage at the Watergate Apartment Complex 
significantly impacted members of the ANC 2A Community, as well as the major 
commuter arteries of Virginia Avenue and Rock Creek Parkway; 

 
WHEREAS, the residents of the Watergate Complex suffered property damage 
and were denied access to transportation, parking, trash collection, mail and other 
services for a significant period of time; 

 
WHEREAS, the District response to the collapse called for a combination of 
quick action, flexibility and response to community concerns; 

 
WHEREAS, under an initiative proposed by Councilmember Jack Evans and 
implemented through the authority of Mayor Muriel Bowser, a team of DDOT 
professionals rapidly created and implemented a community response plan that 
included reserved parking areas for residents directly impacted by the collapse 
and worked overtime to establish the necessary street signage and to distribute 
placards to affected residents; 

 
WHEREAS, Councilmember Evans, his community liaison Sherry Kimbel and 
members of Mayor Bowser’s staff helped facilitate communication between ANC 
members and District Agencies and participated in an after-hours briefing to 
community residents on District response activities; 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that ANC 2A extends its grateful 
appreciation to Councilmember Evans, Mayor Bowser and their staff in 

mailto:eom@dc.gov
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recognition of their dedicated, resourceful and responsive service to the 
community needs in the time of crisis. 

 
Commissioners Patrick Kennedy (Patrick.Kennedy@anc.dc.gov) and William Kennedy 
Smith (2A04@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter. 
 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson 
 
 

mailto:Patrick.Kennedy@anc.dc.gov
mailto:2A04@anc.dc.gov
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June 27, 2015 
 
Rabbiah Sabbakhan 
Chief Building Official 
Department of Consumer & Regulatory Affairs 
1100 4th St SW, 4th Floor 
Washington, DC 20024 
rabbiah.sabbakhan@dc.gov 
 

RE: Request for DCRA to release a copy of the KCE Structural Engineers’ 
report that was created in the aftermath of the Watergate garage collapse 

 
Dear Mr. Sabbakhan, 
 
At its regular meeting on May 15, 2015, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A 
(“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With seven of 
seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the 
Commission voted to adopt the following resolution, which was introduced by 
Commissioner Smith, by a vote of (7-0-0): 
 

WHEREAS, the collapse of the garage at the Watergate Apartment Complex 
significantly impacted members of the ANC 2A Community, as well as the major 
commuter arteries of Virginia Avenue and Rock Creek Parkway; 

 
WHEREAS, the residents of the Watergate Complex suffered property damage 
and were denied access to transportation, parking, trash collection, mail and other 
services for a significant period of time; 

 
WHEREAS, the District oversight agency in this matter, the Department of 
Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA), has indicated that they will not be 
undertaking any investigation or issuing any statement in regards to the cause of 
the collapse; 

 
WHEREAS, DCRA has indicated that they will be receiving a copy of a report 
being conducted by the “owner’s representatives” through KCE Structural 
Engineers, as well as other documentation on the matter, and that they are willing 
to release these materials through the DCRA website; 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that ANC 2A requests that DCRA provide 
the ANC with a copy of the KCE Structural Engineers’ report and to release it and 
any other reports or analysis relating to the nature and cause of the collapse within 
30 days, so as to promote a transparent, public evaluation of procedural and 
structural measures that might be taken to ensure that an incident of this kind 
never happens again. 
 

mailto:rabbiah.sabbakhan@dc.gov
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Commissioners Patrick Kennedy (Patrick.Kennedy@anc.dc.gov) and William Kennedy 
Smith (2A04@anc.dc.gov) are the Commission’s representatives in this matter. 
 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson 
 
 

mailto:Patrick.Kennedy@anc.dc.gov
mailto:2A04@anc.dc.gov
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June 3, 2015 
 
Ms. Kaya Henderson 
Chancellor 
District of Columbia Public Schools 
1200 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20002 
Kaya.Henderson@dc.gov 
 
 RE: Renovation Funding For School Without Walls @ Francis-Stevens 
 
Dear Chancellor Henderson, 
 

At its regular meeting on May 20, 2015, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A (“ANC 2A” or 
“Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. With seven of seven commissioners present, a 
quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the Commission voted unanimously (7-0-0) to adopt the following 
resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, The School Without Walls at Francis-Stevens (SWWFS) is a DC Public School at 2425 
N St NW, in the West End/Foggy Bottom neighborhood within ANC 2B, but on the border with ANC 
2A and the only DCPS elementary/middle school that services residents of ANC 2A, when in 2008 
Stevens Elementary was closed and the students were transferred to SWWFS; 

 
WHEREAS, SWWFS has seen its enrollment double in the last two years to 416; 

 
WHEREAS, SWWFS school building will reach its capacity of 500 at the start of the 2015/16 school 
year beginning in September 2015, with students representing all eight wards and has a waiting list 
of more than 500 additional applicants; 

 
WHEREAS, SWWFS has not received a Phase 1 renovation, and this summer’s renovation funding 
is a very small stabilization effort, which is some of the first renovations monies the school building 
has seen since the 1920’s.  Furthermore, in 2008 when Stevens Elementary was merged into the 
Francis building, it received a “schools blitz” of very limited scope to update early childhood 
classrooms rooms with such things as age-appropriate toilet facilities, but little more than that; 

 
WHEREAS, DC’s Department of General Services says that SWWFS has received essentially no 
substantial work similar to Browne, Eliot, and Jefferson, among other DCPS facilities; 

 
WHEREAS, SWWFS was allocated $2.5 million in capital improvement funds in FY 2015, to plan a 
full modernization and to modernize some short-term priorities, such as its cafeteria and auditorium; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, SWWFS is not able to complete a third priority – the updating of its gymnasium – until 
more funds are allocated; 

 
WHEREAS, DC’s Department of General Services says it needs additional resources to expedite 
cafeteria and auditorium work this summer so that these renovations can be contracted and 
completed by the beginning of school and November (respectively); 

mailto:Kaya.Henderson@dc.gov
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WHEREAS, DC Public Schools has approved the cafeteria and auditorium projects; 

 
WHEREAS, SWWFS is scheduled to receive an additional $20.178 million in funding in FY2019 that 
was previously scheduled to be released between FY2015 and FY2019; 

 
THEREFORE, be it resolved that ANC2A asks DC’s Department of General Services and Ward 2 
Councilmember Jack Evans to continue making all due efforts to help bring the FY15 projects to 
completion; 

 
Be it resolved that ANC2A asks Council Member David Grosso, Chair of the DC Council Education 
Committee, and Ms. Jennifer Niles, Deputy Mayor for Education, to schedule stabilization funds of 
approximately $3-4 million to accomplish updates to the gymnasium in FY 2016; and 

 
Be it resolved that ANC2A asks Council Member David Grosso, Chair of the DC Council Education 
Committee, and Ms. Jennifer Niles, Deputy Mayor for Education, to restore full modernization 
funding to SWWFS for FY 2017 or 2018. 

 
Commissioners Patrick Kennedy (Patrick.Kennedy@anc.dc.gov) and Florence Harmon 
(florencedc@comcast.net) are the Commission’s representative in this matter. 

 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson 
 
Cc:  Chairman Phil Mendelson, DC Council 
Cc: Councilmember Jack Evans, Ward 2 
Cc: Councilmember David Grosso, At-Large 
Cc:    Councilmember Elissa Silverman, At-Large 
Cc:  Councilmember Vincent Orange, At-Large 
Cc: Councilmember Anita Bonds, At-Large 
Cc:  Councilmember Brandon Todd, Ward 4 
Cc:  Councilmember Charles Allen, Ward 6 
Cc:  Councilmember Brianne Nadeau, Ward 1 
Cc:  Councilmember Mary Cheh, Ward 3 
Cc:  Councilmember Kenyan McDuffie, Ward 5 
Cc: Councilmember Yvette Alexander, Ward 7 
Cc: Councilmember LaRuby May, Ward 8 
Cc:  Jennie Niles, Deputy Mayor for Education 
Cc: Jack Jacobson, State Board of Education 
Cc:  Mary Lord, State Board of Education 
Cc:  ANC 2A Commissioners 

mailto:Patrick.Kennedy@anc.dc.gov
mailto:florencedc@comcast.net
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 “Serving the Foggy Bottom and West End communities of Washington, D.C.” 

 
 

2020 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. #293 • Washington, DC 20006 • www.anc2a.org 

June 15, 2015 

Mr. Keith Anderson 
Interim Director 
D.C. Department of Parks and Recreation 
1250 U Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20009 
Keith.Anderson@dc.gov  

 
 RE: Request by Golden Triangle BID to install illumination equipment and an electrical source at Duke Ellington 

Park (21st Street, M Street, and New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.) 
 
Dear Director Anderson, 
 

At its regular meeting on May 20, 2015, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A (“ANC 2A” or “Commission”) 
considered the above-referenced matter. With six of seven commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public 
meeting, the Commission voted to support this request by a vote of (6-0-0) and adopted the following resolution: 
 

Edward "Duke" Ellington's birth in the West End neighborhood of Washington, DC, has been established by 
his official District of Columbia birth certificate, which shows that he was delivered by a midwife on April 29, 
1899, at a house at 2129 Ward Place. 

  
Residents of today's West End neighborhood honor him with the “Duke Ellington Park,” a public park named 
in his honor, located at intersection of New Hampshire Avenue, M Street, and 21st Street NW which is closest 
to his birthplace. 

 
Golden Triangle BID would like to install up lighting for the trees in the Duke Ellington Park to facilitate safety 
and aesthetics.  Currently, the tree cover makes the park dark and uninviting at night. Up lighting would make 
this space inviting to passerbys and nearby residents and would serve the dual purpose of crime mitigation by 
lighting currently dark areas.  In order for the Golden Triangle to install the lighting, the DC Department of 
Parks and Recreation would need to install an electrical source in the park.  An additional benefit of an 
electrical source in the park is that it can provide a power source for the annual Duke Ellington concert. 

 
Be It Resolved that ANC 2A supports the Golden Triangle’s request to install lighting and an electrical source 
at the Duke Ellington Park and requests that DC Department of Parks and Recreation facilitate and approve 
such request. 
 

Commissioners Patrick Kennedy (Patrick.Kennedy@anc.dc.gov) and Florence Harmon (florencedc@comcast.net) are 
the Commission’s representatives in this matter. 

 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson 

mailto:Keith.Anderson@dc.gov
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