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October 18, 2017 

The Honorable Phil Mendelson 
Chairman 
Council of the District of Columbia 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20004 
PMendelson@dccouncil.us    

 
 RE: Proposed introduction of legislation to establish a helipad at GW Hospital 
 

Dear Chairman Mendelson, 
 

At its regular meeting on September 19, 2017, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2A (“ANC 2A” or 
“Commission”) considered the above-referenced matter. Having considered a proposed Voluntary 
Neighborhood Agreement on this topic at a September 7, 2017 special meeting of the Commission – that 
Agreement having been approved on first reading by a 5-1-1 vote of the Commission – this matter now comes 
before the Commission for a second reading vote, in the form of this incorporating resolution and reflecting 
amendments to the Agreement (Attachment A) approved at this meeting.   
 
With 5 of 8 commissioners present, a quorum at a duly-noticed public meeting, the Commission approved the 
following resolution by a vote of (3-2-0): 

 
 Representatives of The George Washington University Hospital (“GW Hospital” or “GWUH”) have been 

engaged in discussions with representatives of ANC 2A and the broader Foggy Bottom community for a 
period of ten months concerning proposed legislative action that would facilitate the effective repeal of 
the Helicopter Landing Pad Public Nuisance Act of 1987 (D.C. Law 7-40).  

 
This existent law effectively prohibits the installation of an aeromedical facility at the current GW Hospital 
building, located at 900 23rd Street NW, by classifying helipads in residential districts that were not 
installed by June 1987 as “public nuisances.” 

 
 In recognition of the compelling public health and emergent care policy arguments for the provision of an 

aeromedical facility at GW Hospital – one of only two Level I trauma centers in the District of Columbia 
and the only one in the region without a helipad, which would facilitate more rapid patient transport in the 
service of potentially lifesaving care – ANC 2A is prepared to offer its support for the introduction and 
passage of legislation that would repeal the current statutory prohibition. 

 
 However, given the unique location of the Hospital vis-à-vis its presence in restricted airspace and its 

close proximity to dense multifamily housing, historic properties, and high-profile commercial, 
educational, and institutional buildings in the Foggy Bottom neighborhood, the Commission makes its 
support contingent on the satisfaction of the following two conditions intended to mitigate potential 
adverse impacts: 

 
1. That GW Hospital enter into the Draft Voluntary Agreement attached to this resolution 

(Attachment A), and that such Agreement shall be made enforceable through statutory 
establishment of the community’s right-of-action or by modification of language within the 
Agreement to accomplish the same, by mutual agreement among the parties; and 
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2. That the legislation introduced and passed in order to effect repeal of the existing statute 

reflect the language presented in Attachment B, or is otherwise substantially equivalent. 
 

By passage of this resolution, the Commission authorizes the Chair to enter into the Agreement as reflected in 
Attachment A, provided that sufficient provision has been made to ensure the enforceability of the same. 
 
Commissioner Patrick Kennedy (Patrick.Kennedy@anc.dc.gov) is authorized to be the Commission’s 
representative in this matter, and give testimony on the basis of language contained in this resolution – 
including attachments. 

 
ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Kennedy 
Chairperson 
 
cc: The Honorable Muriel Bowser; Mayor, District of Columbia 

The Honorable Jack Evans; Councilmember, Ward 2 
 The Honorable Vincent Gray; Councilmember, Ward 7 
 GWUH Representatives 



 
 
 
 
 

Attachment A 
 

 
Voluntary Neighborhood Agreement 

 















 
 
 
 
 

Attachment B 
 

 
Proposed DC Council Legislation 

Language 
 



 
 

 

 
 

A BILL 

_________ 

IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 

To amend the Helicopter Landing Pad Public Nuisance Act of 1987 to allow 
hospital helipads as a matter of right. 

 BE IT ENACTED BY THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this act may be 
cited as the “Helicopter Landing Pad Amendment Act of 2017”. 

 Sec. 2. A new paragraph (c) is added to section 2: 

 “(c)(1) This Act shall not apply to the operation of a singular helipad at 
any hospital in the District of Columbia which: 

(A) is a certified Level One Trauma Center by the District of 
Columbia Department of Health per section 20 of the Emergency 
Medical Services Act of 2008, effective March 25, 2009 (D.C. Law 
17-357; D.C. Official Code § 7-2341.19); and  

(B) does not have a helipad on its property as of the date that this 
legislation is approved by the Council of the District of Columbia.  

(2) If a helipad is approved per this section and is used for more than 175 
round trip flights in a calendar year, the Mayor, per the rulemaking 
authority provided below, shall review the flight information for that helipad 
and take any appropriate action it deems necessary. The Mayor shall 
communicate the results of its review to the Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission in which the helipad is located. 
 

Sec. 3.  Rules. 

 
“The Mayor, pursuant to Title I of the District of Columbia Administrative 

Procedure Act, approved October 21, 1968 (82 Stat. 1204; D.C. Official Code 
§ 2-501 et seq.), may issue rules to implement the provisions of this Act, 
including but not limited to, receiving comments from effected Advisory 
Neighborhood Commissions and making a determination if operations of 
helicopter flights from helipads between the hours 11PM and 5:59AM need 
to be curtailed for any or all hospital helipads built after this Act is effective.  
  



 
 

 

 Sec. 4. Fiscal impact statement 

 The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement of the Chief Financial 
Officer as the fiscal impact statement required by section 4a of the General 
Legislative Procedures Act of 1975, approved October 16, 6006 (120 Stat. 
2038; D.C. Official Code § 1-301.47a). 

 Sec. 5. Effective date.  

 This act shall take effect following approval by the Mayor, (or in the event 
of a veto by the Mayor, action by the Council of the District of Columbia to 
override the veto), a 30-day period of congressional review as provided in 
section 602(c)(2) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved 
December 24, 1973 987 Stat. 813; D.C. Official Code § 1-206.06(c)(2)), and 
publication in the District of Columbia Register. 

 


